Bowdoin  College  Bulletin 


President's  Report  Number 


Sessions  of  1951-52 


Number  305 


June,   1952 


Brunswick,  Maine 


Bowdoin  College  Bulletin 


President's  Report  Number 


Sessions  of  1951-52 


Number  305 


June,   1952 


Brunswick,  Maine 


Published  four  times  during  the  College 
Year  in  September,  December,  March,  and  June, 

by  The  College 

Entered  as  second-class  matter,  June  28,  1907,  at  Brunswick,  Maine, 

under  Act  of  Congress  of  July  16,  1894 


CONTENTS 


I.  Report  of  the  President. 

II.  Report  of  the  Dean. 

III.  Report  of  the  Librarian. 

IV.  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


To  the  Trustees  and  Overseers  of  Bowdoin  College: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
academic  year  1951-1952: 

I.    DE  MORTUIS 

Frederick  William  Pickard,  of  the  Class  of  1894,  Trustee 
of  the  College  since  1928,  died  in  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
on  March  7,  1952,  in  his  eighty- first  year.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  since  1923,  and  upon 
becoming  a  Trustee  five  years  later  gave  the  benefit  of  his 
sound  business  judgment  and  of  his  active  support  to  many 
of  the  varied  interests  of  the  College.  In  1933,  when  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  conferred  upon  him, 
the  following  words  were  used: 

Expert  angler;  Vice  President  of  the  Du  Pont  Company;  whose 
career  in  business  has  been  marked  by  brilliance  and  industry 
and  by  continued  interest  in  good  books  and  good  art;  member 
of  a  notable  family,  whose  filial  piety  united  with  loyal  affection 
for  the  College  is  recorded  in  Pickard  Field,  in  wise  provision 
for  more  practical  instruction  in  the  modern  languages,  in  many 
other  gifts  and  above  all  in  interested  personal  service. 

Since  that  year  again  and  again  Mr.  Pickard  lived  up  to  this 
ascription.  To  the  President  of  the  College  he  was  ever  a 
helpful  and  encouraging  counselor.  His  gifts  to  the  Sesqui- 
centennial  Fund  were  most  generous,  and  the  bequests  in 
his  will,  noted  elsewhere,  have  made  him  one  of  the  great 
benefactors  of  the  College  whose  gifts  will  be  remembered 
by  generations  yet  for  to  come. 

Harold  Charles  Lewis  Ashey,  of  the  Class  of  1912,  Over- 
seer of  the  College  since  1945,  died  at  his  home  in  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts,  on  July  23,  1951,  in  his  sixty-second 
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year.  He  rendered  the  College  excellent  service  as  an 
alumnus  before  he  became  an  Overseer,  and  since  that  time 
served  on  two  very  important  committees,  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee and  the  Committee  on  the  Sesquicentennial  Fund. 
His  judgment  was  excellent,  his  loyalty  to  the  College  out- 
standing, and  the  gaiety  of  his  disposition  will  long  be 
remembered. 

William  Moulton  Ingraham,  of  the  Class  of  1895,  Over- 
seer of  the  College  since  1929,  died  suddenly  at  his  home 
in  Portland,  on  October  12,  1951,  in  his  eighty-second  year. 
A  lifelong  Democrat  he  was  active  in  public  life,  making  an 
admirable  Judge  of  Probate  for  Cumberland  County  for 
several  years,  then  for  a  term  Mayor  of  Portland,  then  as 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War  under  President  Woodrow  Wil- 
son, and  as  Surveyor  of  United  States  Customs  at  Portland 
for  a  while.  Because  of  his  public  service  he  was  given  the 
honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  by  Bowdoin  in  1910.  A 
fellow  member  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  in  speaking  of 
him  remarked  that  if  it  was  difficult  to  define  a  gentleman, 
everyone  who  knew  Judge  Ingraham  would  agree  that  he 
was  himself  a  great  and  gracious  and  shining  example  of 
that  elusive  term. 

Wallace  Humphrey  White,  Jr.,  of  the  Class  of  1899,  an 
Overseer  of  the  College  since  1927,  died  at  his  home  in 
Auburn,  on  March  31,  1952,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year.  He 
had  served  his  State  as  representative  in  Congress  from  the 
famous  Second  Maine  District  from  1917  until  1931  and 
then  for  three  terms  in  the  United  States  Senate.  He  was  a 
hard-working,  honest,  honorable  senator  who  never  cut 
corners;  as  chairman  of  important  committees,  and  as  leader 
in  the  Senate  of  the  Republican  party  he  gave  all  that  he 
had  to  varied  duties  and  responsibilities;  and  when  he  re- 
tired in  December  1948  he  received  from  the  senators  of 
both  parties  warmest  tributes  of  respect  and  affection.  He 
was  always  proud  of  the  fact  that,  like  his  grandfather, 
Senator  William  P.  Frye,  he  could  serve  his  College  on  one 
of  the  governing  boards,  and  although  the  obligations  of 
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political  office  prevented  him  from  giving  as  much  time  as 
he  would  have  wished  to  his  College,  he  attended  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Overseers  whenever  possible  and  was 
greatly  interested  in  all  Bowdoin  affairs. 

Daniel  Caldwell  Stanwood,  Professor  of  International 
Law,  Emeritus,  died  at  his  summer  home  at  Parlin  Pond, 
on  July  27,  1951,  in  his  eighty- third  year.  He  served  on  the 
faculty  first  in  1918  as  Lecturer  in  International  Law,  and 
from  1919  until  he  retired  in  1936  as  professor  in  that  sub- 
ject. His  former  students  remember  him  as  being  gracious 
and  friendly,  a  gentleman  who  thought  fondly  of  his  Oxford 
training,  and  who  in  classroom  was  always  entertaining  and 
warmhearted. 


II.    GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS 
From  April  1,  1951  to  March  31,  1952 


Gifts: 


Alumni 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 
Class  of 


Income  Fund— Contributions 


1910 
1912 
1920 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 


Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 
Fund 


(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 
(addition 


Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 
Contributions 


56,377.21 
345.00 
678.50 
116.00 
217.50 
5,474.00 
2,420.00 
876.50 
486.25 
865.50 
338.00 
448.00 
481.50 
302.64 
178.80 
649.50 
448.00 
206.50 
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(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addi  tion)  Con  tr ibu  tions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 

(addition)  Contributions 


Class  of  1939  Fund 
Class  of  1940  Fund 
Class  of  1941  Fund 
Class  of  1942  Fund 
Class  of  1943  Fund 
Class  of  1944  Fund 
Class  of  1945  Fund 
Class  of  1946  Fund 
Class  of  1947  Fund 
Class  of  1948  Fund 
Class  of  1949  Fund 
Class  of  1950  Fund 
Class  of  1951  Fund 
Class  of  1954  Fund  —  Contribution  .  .  . 
Art  Museum  —  Susan  Smith  Etnier  .... 
Campus  Movies  —  Alumni  Association  of  New 
York 

Rocky  Mountain  Alumni  Association     .     . 

Alumni  Club  of  Philadelphia 

Alumni  Club  of  Boston 

Bowdoin  Club  of  New  Jersey 

Haldane  Cup  —  Clement  F.  Robinson  '03  .     . 

Infirmary  —  W.  G.  Boggs 

Library  —  Binding  —  John  F.  Dana  '98  .     .     . 

Books  —  Frederick  W.  Anthoensen  H  '47     - 

Sheldon  Christian  '37 

William  W.  Lawrence  '98 

Douglass  H.  McNeally  '46  .....     . 

Richard  A.  Rhodes,  II  '44 

Sills  Book  Fund  —  Contributions  .... 

Special    Printing    Project  —  Mr.    and    Mrs. 

Percy  D.  Mitchell 

New  England  Society  Loan  Fund  (addition) 

New  England  Society  in  New  York  City  . 
Music  —  Hoyt  A.  Moore  '95 

Hawthorne  Prize  —  Robert  P.  T.  Coffin  '15    . 


197.50 
142.50 
277.50 
144.50 
204.50 
199.03 
166.50 
506.80 
144.50 
162.50 
277.75 
256.50 
124.50 
3.00 
500.00 

50.00 
21.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 

100.00 
10.00 
25.00 
25.00 
50.00 
10.00 
10.00 

472.36 

100.00 

250.00 
250.00 

40.00 
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Alice  Merrill  Mitchell  Prize  —  Wilmot  B.  Mit- 
chell '90 150.00 

Forbes  Rickard  Prize -Kenneth  C.  M.  Sills  '01  10.00 

Philip    Weston     Meserve    Fund     (addition) 

Chemistry  Department 105.00 

Henry  Francis  Barrows  Scholarship  —  Fanny 

Barrows  Reed  Estate 500.00 

Beverly  Scholarship  Fund  (addition)   Beverly 

Men's  Singing  Club 10.00 

Bowdoin   Fathers'   Association   Scholarship  — 

Bowdoin  Fathers'  Association 700.00 

Arnold  Robert  Eck  Memorial  Scholarships  — 

Edith  E.  Boyer  and  Charles  E.  Eck  '41    .     .  500.00 

Lewis  Darenydd  Evans,  II  Scholarship  Fund 

(addition)  Frank  C.  Evans  '10 2,809.58 

Special  Scholarships  —  Anonymous     ....  500.00 

Mrs.  Gladys  R.  Cooper 500.00 

William  H.  Raye 365.00 

Edward  L.  Shea 1,360.00 

Westbrook  Scholarship  —  Alumni  Fund  Con- 
tributions      ,     .     .     .  450.00 

West  Hartford  Alumni  Scholarship  ....  250.00 

Hoyt  A.    Moore   Fund    (addition)    Hoyt  A. 

Moore  '95 6,150.00 

John  G.  Stetson  Fund  —  Miss  Marian  Stetson  .  6,332.50 

Sesquicentennial  Fund  —  Contributions     .     .  171,161.61 

Harvey  Dow  Gibson  Memorial  Fund  *  .     ,  24,050.00 

Bequests: 

Alumni  Fund  —  Harry  E.  Wilson  Estate  .     .     .  40,768.50 

John  Hubbard  Estate   (addition) 399.16 

Professor  Henry  Johnson   Memorial  Fund  — 

William  H.  Moulton  Trust 773,272.99 

Cromwell   Professorship    (addition)    William 

N.  Cromwell  Estate 7,500.00 
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Lewis  S.  Conant  Fund  —  Emma  L.  Conant 
Estate       25,000.00 

Arthur  Chew  Gilligan  Memorial  Fund —Mary 

C.  Gilligan  Estate 1,000.00 

Freeman  E.  and  Ella  M.  Bennett  Scholarship 

Fund  -  Ella  M.  Bennett  Estate 16,394.88 

Hall-Mercer     Scholarship    Fund     (addition) 

Alexander  G.  Mercer  Estate 92.39 

Walter  L.  Sanborn  Oxford  County  Scholar- 
ship Fund  (addition)  Walter  L.  Sanborn 
Estate 1,963.36 

11,158,125.31 

*  This  fund  is  a  part  of  the  Sesquicentennial  Fund,  but  is  not  included 
in  the  total  of  $171,161.61. 

This  past  year  has  been  indeed  Annus  Mirabilis.  The 
gifts  received  and  the  bequests  that  have  come  in  have  made 
the  addition  to  the  endowed  funds  of  the  College  larger 
than  in  any  other  previous  year  in  the  history  of  Bowdoin. 
The  alumni  and  friends  of  the  College  have  received  so 
much  information  through  the  press  and  radio  of  these 
benefactions  that  there  is  here  only  brief  comment.  But 
though  the  words  be  few,  the  gratitude  of  Bowdoin  is  be- 
yond expression. 

Late  in  the  fall  through  the  death  of  the  Honorable 
William  Moulton  Ingraham,  who  had  a  life  interest  in  the 
income  of  the  fund,  the  College  received  the  William 
Henry  Moulton  bequest  amounting  to  $773,272.99,  the  in- 
come only  to  be  used  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
College. 

In  April  the  College  came  into  possession  of  the  remark- 
ably generous  legacy  made  in  the  will  of  the  late  Frederick 
W.  Pickard,  entered  on  our  books  in  the  sum  of  $855,000.00; 
of  this  $300,000  goes  to  the  foundation  of  a  professorship  to 
be  named  after  Mr.  Pickard's  father,  the  Charles  W.  Pickard 
Chair    either    in    chemistry    or    the    romance    languages; 
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$250,000  for  the  building  of  a  college  theatre;  and  the  in- 
come of  the  balance  to  be  divided  between  the  Library  for 
books  and  materials,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  Pickard 
Field.  As  the  statement  from  the  College  put  it,  when  the 
terms  of  the  will  were  made  known,  Mr.  Pickard  placed 
first  things  first,  for  he  regarded  teaching  as  of  primary  im- 
portance. Then  he  wished  to  encourage  those  who  have  so 
long  kept  alive  interest  in  a  college  theatre  by  making  that 
generous  bequest,  believing  that  the  amount  set  aside 
should  be  suffi€ient  for  a  modest  building  not  out  of  line 
with  the  other  needs  of  the  College.  Always  concerned 
about  the  Library  and  for  sometime  a  member  of  the  Li- 
brary Committee  of  the  Boards,  he  added  the  provision  for 
the  purchase  of  books  and  materials.  Finally,  he  wished  to 
assure  for  the  future  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  athletic 
field  given  by  him  some  years  ago  and  bearing  his  name. 
The  gratitude  of  the  College  goes  also  in  full  measure  to 
his  widow  and  son,  John  C.  Pickard,  of  the  Class  of  1922, 
for  their  generous  and  thoughtful  aid  in  all  matters  con- 
cerning the  bequest,  and  to  the  Wilmington  Trust  Com- 
pany for  the  promptness  with  which  the  funds  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  College. 

It  is  somewhat  of  an  exaggeration  to  state,  as  did  certain 
articles  in  the  press  lately,  that  Bowdoin  is  one  of  the  rich- 
est small  colleges  in  the  country.  But  thanks  to  generous 
benefactors,  to  the  devoted  skill  of  the  members  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Earle 
S.  Thompson,  and  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  under  the 
watchful,  attentive,  and  tireless  work  of  the  chairman,  Hoyt 
A.  Moore,  our  portfolio  is  one  of  which  we  may  well  be 
proud,  and  the  fact  that  we  are  operating  on  a  balanced 
budget  without  indebtedness  of  any  kind  puts  us  in  a  fairly 
strong  financial  position.  But  we  must  never  forget  that  the 
College  is  a  growing,  dynamic,  live  institution  whose  needs 
will  always  exceed  its  present  resources.  While  in  the  past 
thirty-five  years  the  endowment  funds  have  increased  from 
$2,473,451.63  to  $12,335,688.43,  an  equally  proportionate  in- 
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crease  in  the  next  two  or  three  decades  will  be  necessary  if 
Bowdoin  is  to  maintain  her  present  proud,  independent 
position  and  stay  among  the  leading  colleges  of  the  country. 

By  no  means  can  all  the  gifts  of  value  to  the  College  be 
measured  by  dollars  and  cents.  Unfortunately  there  is  not 
here  room  to  enumerate  the  many  different  ways  and  the 
many  different  donors  who  have  contributed  to  the  College 
in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned;  but  two  deserve 
special  comment.  On  Longfellow's  one  hundred  and  forty- 
fifth  birthday,  February  27th  last,  Mr.  Rosfcoe  H.  Hupper, 
of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  gave  to  the  College  eight  valuable 
manuscripts  of  Longfellow  items  and  an  interesting  letter 
from  Tennyson  to  Longfellow,  all  of  which  were  acknowl- 
edged in  a  special  chapel  service  that  morning.  Other  gifts 
from  Mr.  Hupper  to  the  Art  Building  are  recorded  in  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  Very 
recently  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H.  Halford,  of  Norristown, 
Pennsylvania,  have  given  to  the  College  a  valuable  Benja- 
min West  portrait  that  has  been,  through  their  kindness,  on 
loan  for  sometime  and  is  now  in  Bowdoin's  complete 
possession. 

III.    THE  NEW  PRESIDENT 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Governing  Boards  in  June  1951,  I 
was  authorized  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  Trustees 
and  three  Overseers  to  consider  all  matters  concerning  my 
contemplated  retirement  in  the  fall  of  1952  and  to  rec- 
ommend to  the  Boards  such  action  as  would  be  required. 
Such  a  Committee  I  appointed  in  September  with  Earle  S. 
Thompson,  of  the  Class  of  1914,  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  as  chairman,  and  Professor  Melvin  T.  Cope- 
land,  of  the  Class  of  1906,  chairman  of  the  Examining  Com- 
mittee, and  Charles  A.  Cary,  of  the  Class  of  1910,  chairman 
of  the  Sesquicentennial  Fund,  representing  the  Trustees; 
and  Philip  G.  Clifford,  of  the  Class  of  1903,  senior  member 
of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  Professor  William  E.  Lunt,  of  the 
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Class  of  1904,  of  the  Committee  on  Educational  Policy,  and 
John  L.  Baxter,  of  the  Class  of  1916,  of  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee, representing  the  Overseers.  I  tried  to  constitute  the 
Committee  so  that  it  would  not  only  represent  the  varied 
activities  of  the  Boards,  but  different  classes,  localities,  and 
professions.  Thus  New  York;  Cambridge;  Wilmington, 
Delaware;  Portland;  Haverford,  Pennsylvania;  and  Bruns- 
wick were  the  localities;  and  business,  university  teaching, 
industry,  the  law,  and  college  teaching  were  the  occupations 
of  the  members.  I  doubt  if  any  committee  took  its  task  more 
seriously  or  worked  harder.  After  an  organization  meeting 
it  had  a  conference  with  the  faculty  and  there  was  general 
agreement  that  the  incoming  president  should  be  from  the 
academic  world,  that  he  should  be  a  scholar  well  recognized 
in  his  field,  that  he  should  have  had  some  administrative 
experience,  that  he  should  be  a  stout  advocate  of  a  liberal 
education,  and  that  while  age  was  not  of  paramount  im- 
portance it  was  felt  that  a  man  of  between  thirty- five  and 
forty  would  best  fit  into  the  picture.  After  six  months  of 
the  hardest  kind  of  work  with  more  than  a  dozen  meetings 
and  many  conferences  and  interviews  the  Committee  found 
the  man  they  were  looking  for  in  the  person  of  James  Stacy 
Coles,  Associate  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Acting  Dean  of 
the  College  at  Brown  University.  This  nomination  was 
unanimously  approved  by  the  Governing  Boards  at  a  special 
meeting  held  on  April  5,  1952.  As  I  said  in  a  recent  letter 
to  the  alumni,  we  are  all  very  happy  with  the  choice.  I  shall 
retire  on  October  1st  and  Bowdoin  will  begin  its  one 
hundred  and  fifty-first  year  under  the  new  president  and 
under  very  happy  auspices. 

IV.    THE  FACULTY 

During  the  past  year  the  following  members  of  the  faculty 
were  absent  on  leave:  For  the  whole  year,  Albert  S.  Roe, 
Assistant  Professor  of  Art;  James  A.  Storer,  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Economics;  both  on  Fulbright  grants,  the  one  work- 


14  Bowdoin  College 

ing  in  London,  the  other  in  the  Philippines.  Professor  Til- 
lotson  was  on  sabbatical  leave  the  first  semester,  remaining 
in  Brunswick  both  to  write  a  book  and,  with  his  usual  devo- 
tion, to  direct  the  training  of  the  Glee  Club.  In  the  second 
semester  Professor  Kirkland  was  absent  on  leave  for  two 
months  to  lecture  in  London;  and  Associate  Professor 
Thomas  A.  Riley  was  on  sabbatical  leave  for  study  in 
Austria  and  Germany.  Edward  Pols,  Assistant  Professor  of 
Philosophy,  was  still  on  leave  for  the  year  because  of  his 
service  in  the  Army. 

Last  Commencement  Professor  Orren  C.  Hormell  retired 
after  forty  years  of  service,  though  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Carnegie  Foundation,  during  the  present 
year  he  gave  one  course  in  American  government  until  a 
severe  heart  attack  in  April,  leading  to  hospitalization,  com- 
pelled him  to  turn  over  his  class  to  other  members  of  the 
department.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  he  is  very 
slowly  recovering.  Few  members  of  the  faculty  have  been 
closer  to  or  more  interested  in  their  individual  students, 
more  devoted  to  teaching,  more  zealous  in  research,  and 
more  influential  in  government  circles  in  Maine  and  New 
England  than  he.  By  his  retirement  the  College  suffers  a 
most  severe  loss. 

The  same  is  true  of  Professor  Warren  B.  Catlin,  of  the 
Department  of  Economics,  who  retired  this  February  after 
nearly  forty-two  years  of  teaching.  Learned,  modest,  thor- 
ough, scorning  the  easy  way  to  popularity  by  low  standards, 
he  held  himself  and  he  held  his  students  to  high  ideals  and 
scholarly  accomplishments.  As  is  the  case  with  so  many 
other  college  teachers,  when  he  thinks  of  many  of  his  old 
students  now  in  high  and  important  governmental  posts, 
he  may  say  in  the  words  of  a  well-known,  earlier  member 
of  the  faculty  to  his  class;  "We  stay  here  and  you  pass  on  to 
greatness/' 

The  contemplated  retirement  this  June  of  Professor  Paul 
Nixon  will,  if  carried  out,  bring  to  a  close  a  most  notable 
career  in  the  active  service  of  the  College.   Coming  to  the 
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faculty  in  1909  as  assistant  professor  of  the  classics  he  was 
made  professor  in  1911;  his  title  was  changed  in  1920  to 
Professor  of  Latin,  and  in  1946  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Winkley  Chair  of  the  Latin  Language  and  Literature,  which 
that  year  was  relinquished  by  the  President  of  the  College 
as  more  suitably  belonging  to  a  real  classical  scholar.  From 
1918  until  1947  he  was  the  incomparable  Dean  of  the  Col- 
lege, known  to  thirty  classes  and  more  as  the  witty  and 
understanding  counselor  and  friend  of  the  undergraduates, 
utterly  loyal  to  the  students,  to  the  President,  and  above  all 
to  the  College.  He  has  been  the  recipient  of  the  honorary 
degrees  of  LL.D.  from  Colby  and  of  L.H.D.  from  Wesleyan 
and  Bowdoin.  Although  I  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  many 
things  that  happened  in  my  administration  with  which  I 
have  had  little  to  do,  I  take  great  satisfaction  in  my  nomina- 
tion of  the  two  Deans,  Paul  Nixon  and  his  successor, 
Nathaniel  C.  Kendrick,  I  doubt  if  any  other  college  has 
had  two  better  officers  in  that  critical  and  difficult  post. 

At  Commencement  last  June  the  following  promotions 
were  made:  Lawrence  S.  Hall  from  Assistant  to  Associate 
Professor  of  English,  Nathan  Dane,  II  from  Assistant  to  As- 
sociate Professor  of  Classics.  New  appointments:  John  P. 
Day,  Assistant  Professor  of  Philosophy;  James  W.  Fowle, 
Lecturer  in  Art  and  Acting  Curator  of  the  Art  Collections; 
Robert  M.  Cross,  Instructor  in  English;  James  F.  Tierney, 
Instructor  in  Government;  Robert  W.  Winter,  Instructor  in 
History.  In  February  the  following  appointments  were 
made:  John  R.  McKenna,  Assistant  Librarian  in  place  of 
Edward  C.  Heintz,  who  resigned  to  become  Librarian  of 
Kenyon  College;  Alan  L.  Logan,  Instructor  in  German; 
John  S.  Curtiss,  Instructor  in  Economics.  I  also  appointed 
the  following  Teaching  Fellows:  Christopher  Blake  in 
Philosophy,  Leslie  R.  Craig  in  Speech,  Anthony  Ganaros  in 
Biology,  Robert  E.  Swann  in  Biology,  Mario  A.  Tonon  in 
Modern  Languages.  Associate  Professor  Dane  has  also  served 
as  Teaching  Fellow  in  the  President's  course  in  Compara- 
tive Literature. 
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V.    THE  YEAR  PAST 

The  election  of  the  new  president  was,  of  course,  the  out- 
standing event  of  the  academic  year  which  I  am  reporting. 
But  in  other  ways,  as  I  have  already  stated,  it  has  been 
a  notable  and  outstanding  period.  The  faculty  has  shown 
itself  to  be  renewing  its  vigor  as  it  has  been  doing  for  sev- 
eral years  past.  Professor  Kirkland  was  on  leave  of  absence 
this  winter  for  two  months  in  order  that  he  might  give  a 
series  of  lectures  on  American  transportation  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  London,  where  he  was  received  with  British  cordial- 
ity as  a  distinguished  representative  of  American  scholar- 
ship. The  list  of  books  edited  and  written  and  of  learned 
articles  prepared  for  scholarly  journals  would  be  this  year 
as  large  as  usual,  and  there  is  here  room  for  mention  of 
only  a  few:  Professor  Livingston's  edition  of  the  old  French 
work  Le  Jongleur  Gautier  Le  Leu  and  Professor  Christie's 
textbook  on  mechanics  as  a  companion  piece  to  the  two 
books  on  mathematics  published  within  the  year  by  Profes- 
sor Holmes.  Professor  Munn's  book  on  general  psychology 
is  as  popular  as  ever,  and  upon  his  return  from  a  sabbatical 
leave  in  Australia,  he  will  revise  his  book  on  psychological 
development. 

In  some  of  my  addresses  to  the  alumni  this  spring  I  have 
emphasized  the  point  that  in  school,  teaching  is  of  para- 
mount importance;  and  in  the  university,  research  and 
scholarship;  but  in  the  college  between  the  school  and  the 
university  there  should  be  a  combination  of  the  teacher  and 
the  scholar.  That  is  an  ideal  we  strive  to  attain  at  Bowdoin. 

VI.    THE  SESQUICENTENNIAL  FUND 

As  of  April  30,  1952,  the  Fund  stood  as  follows: 

Total  subscriptions      $3,588,440.68 
Total  payments  3,188,237.20 

So  far  there  have  been  4,848  subscribers  of  which  number 
4,082  are  from  our  own  alumni.  It  is,  however,  somewhat 
significant  that  while  the  subscriptions  from  the  61  members 
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of  the  Governing  Boards  have  amounted  to  about  $869,000, 
the  4,021  subscriptions  of  the  other  alumni  have  come  to 
about  $770,000;  thus  the  members  of  the  Governing  Boards 
have  subscribed  nearly  $100,00  more  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
alumni  put  together.  Of  course  it  is  true  that  several  of  the 
large  subscriptions  have  come  from  Trustees  or  Overseers; 
I  doubt  if  any  college  in  the  country  can  point  to  more  loyal 
support  from  its  trustees  and  other  governing  officials  than 
can  Bowdoin.  The  magnificent  bequest  of  Mr.  Pickard  has 
put  the  Sesquicentennial  Fund  well  over  the  goal,  but  none 
of  the  money  left  by  him  can  be  applied  to  the  Chemistry 
Building  nor  to  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Searles  Science 
Building;  and  if  we  did  not  have  this  legacy  wre  should  be 
nearly  $300,000  behind  the  goal  we  hoped  to  reach  by  Com- 
mencement of  this  year.  Nevertheless,  the  College  is  most 
grateful  to  her  graduates  who  have  had  a  share  in  this  most 
important  undertaking  which  has  strengthened  the  College 
immeasurably. 

VII.    THE  SESQUICENTENNIAL  INSTITUTE 

The  Institute  held  from  April  17th  to  26th  on  Highlights 
of  New  England  Culture  during  Bowdoin's  History,  1802- 
1952  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  series  that  began 
in  1923  and  that  now  number  fourteen.  The  speakers  were 
all  good;  the  informal  conferences  held  in  the  Peucinian 
Room  were  well  attended  by  the  undergraduates;  and  the 
lectures  themselves  drew  large  crowds.  The  address  by  our 
own  Professor  Herbert  Ross  Brown  on  Bowdoin  and  the 
Common  Good  was  a  most  thoughtful,  able,  diverting,  and 
colorful  summary  of  the  period  covered,  and  will  be  pub- 
lished in  full  later  in  the  year.  Robert  Frost,  the  greatest 
living  American  poet,  was  at  his  very  best,  giving  himself 
generously  to  the  crowd  that  packed  Memorial  Hall  Satur- 
day evening  and  to  students  the  next  day,  thus  stimulating 
greatly  those  who  were  previously  interested  in  creative 
writing,  especially  in  poetry.   The  program  follows: 
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Thursday,  April  17 
Herbert  Wallace  Schneider 

Professor  of  Philosophy   and  Religion,   Columbia   Uni- 
versity 
Subject:  Hawthorne's  Democratic  Conscience  as  an  Ex- 
pression of  New  England  Puritanism 

Saturday,  April  19 
Herbert  Ross  Brown 

Professor  of  English  and  Edward  Little  Professor  of  Rhet- 
oric and  Oratory,  Bowdoin  College 
Subject:  Bowdoin  and  the  Common  Good 

Monday,  April  21 
Archibald  Thompson  Davison 

James  Edward  Ditson  Professor  of  Music,  Harvard  Uni- 
versity 
Subject:   New  England's  Contribution  to  Music,   1802- 
1952 

Tuesday,  April  22 
Henry  Edward  Guerlac 

Professor  of  the  History  of  Science,  Cornell  University 
Subject:  The  Scientific  Traveler  in  the  Early  Republic 

Wednesday,  April  23 

Louise  Hall  Tharp 
Author  and  biographer 
Subject:  The  Genteel  Generation 

Friday,  April  25 
Arthur  Meier  Schlesinger,  Jr. 

Professor  of  History,  Harvard  University 
Subject:  New  England  in  American  Politics  —  Past  and 
Future 

Saturday,  April  26 
Robert  Frost 
Poet 
Subject:  Poetry  Reading  and  Commentary 
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VIII.    THE   UNDERGRADUATE  AND    MILITARY 

SERVICE 

The  College  President  has  to  make  in  the  course  of  the 
year  a  great  many  conjectures  and  prophesies  and  many  de- 
cisions. Since  the  war  the  problems  seem  to  have  increased 
with  unusual  speed,  and  I  am  sure  that  my  batting  average 
in  answering  questions  of  this  sort  is  way  below  .150.  I  was 
made  aware  of  this  in  reviewing  my  report  for  last  year 
where  I  stated,  "It  looks  now  as  if  for  the  next  five  or  ten 
years  the  College  would  have  three  terms,  fall,  spring  and 
summer,  with  the  provision  that  men  may  enter  three  times 
a  year  and  leave  with  credit  on  the  completion  of  each 
term/'  In  the  year  past  the  Draft  Boards  and  other  military 
authorities  have  been  so  considerate  in  allowing  college  men 
to  complete  their  four  year  course,  and  the  ROTC  has  been 
so  effective  in  holding  men  in  college  that  the  number  of 
students  leaving  for  the  armed  services  has  been  negligible. 
It  therefore  seems  that  unless  the  international  scene  gets 
much  darker  the  college  course  for  the  usual  four  years  will 
be  available  to  many  more  undergraduates  than  was  thought 
possible  a  year  ago.  This  was  so  clear  last  month  that  we 
decided,  many  of  us  reluctantly,  to  give  up  the  plan  for  the 
summer  session  for  the  current  year,  even  though  the  experi- 
ment last  year  was  such  an  outstanding  success. 

In  order  to  have  an  anchor  to  windward,  in  view  of  con- 
ditions that  are  liable  to  be  unsettled  for  sometime,  Bow- 
doin  is  joining  with  eleven  other  colleges,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  President  of  Kenyon  College  and  with  a  grant 
from  the  Ford  Foundation,  in  a  cooperative  enterprise  to 
study  the  possibility  and  practicability  of  giving  advanced 
credit  toward  the  bachelor's  degree  for  able  graduates  of 
good  preparatory  and  high  schools  who  can  present  more 
than  the  minimum  requirements  for  admission.  Such  credit 
may  enable  a  student  to  complete  his  work  in  three  and  a 
half,  or  in  extraordinary  circumstances,  in  three  years.  It 
will  take  some  months  of  study  and  preparation  to  deter- 
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mine  whether  such   an  experiment  will  be  worth  while; 
but  all  the  omens  are  favorable. 

IX.    CONCLUSION 

As  I  write  this  report  and  submit  the  official  record  of  the 
year  to  the  Governing  Boards  for  the  last  time,  I  am  con- 
scious that  just  thirty-four  years  today  I  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  College,  having  been  Acting  President  for  the 
preceding  year.  Thirty-five  years  —  half  the  age  allotted  by 
the  Psalmist  —  is  quite  a  long  time  in  the  life  of  an  individ- 
ual, and  a  very  long  time,  in  fact  unprecedented  at  Bow- 
doin, as  the  term  of  a  college  president;  but  it  is  a  very 
brief  space  in  the  history  of  Bowdoin  College.  The  Govern- 
ing Boards,  alumni,  and  undergraduates  have  been  most 
kind,  thoughtful,  and  generous  to  me  during  this  past  year, 
as  in  every  one  of  the  thirty-four  preceding  years;  and  for 
all  this  consideration  I  shall  be  grateful  as  long  as  I  live. 
And  when  on  October  1st  I  step  down  and  out,  I  shall  look 
forward  eagerly  to  serving  in  the  ranks  under  my  able  suc- 
cessor, confident  that,  in  the  words  of  President  Appleton, 
"God  always  has  looked  after  Bowdoin  College  and  God 
always  will." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Kenneth  C.  M.  Sills 
May  14,  1952 
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APPENDIX  A 

Report  of  the  College  Physician 

To  the  President  of  Bowdoin  College: 

This  has  been  an  unusually  active  year  for  the  Infirmary 
and  for  its  staff.  There  have  been  two  minor  epidemics. 
The  first  was  influenza,  which  lasted  from  mid-February 
until  spring  vacation  and  involved  186  students.  The 
second  epidemic,  German  measles,  is  still  in  progress. 

The  Infirmary  statistics  for  the  period  from  July  1,  1951 
to  April  10,  1952  are  as  follows: 

Bed  Patients  336 

Hospital  Days    1,079 

Out  Patients  5,171 

The  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  has  sub- 
mitted the  following  figures  as  a  summary  of  the  first  two 
years  under  the  student  group  health  insurance  plan. 

Premiums   Earned    $13,561.20 

Claims  Paid  6,883.47 

Reserve  Retained 1,500.00 

Loss  Ratio   61.8% 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Daniel  F.  Hanley,  M.D.,  College  Physician 

May  1,  1952 
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APPENDIX  B 

Sunday  Chapel  Speakers 

1951 

Oct.  7— Evald  B.  Lawson,  President  of  Upsala  College, 
East  Orange,  New  Jersey 

Oct.    14— The  President  of  the  College 

Oct.  21— Very  Rev.  Dudley  Hughes,  Dean  of  St.  Luke's 
Cathedral,  Portland 

Oct.  28— Rev.  Percy  L.  Vernon,  D.D.,  Community  Church, 
Poland 

Nov.  4— Colonel  John  M.  Kemper,  Headmaster  of  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts 

Nov.  1 1— The  President  of  the  College 

Nov.  18— Rev.  Wallace  W.  Anderson,  D.D.,  United  Church, 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut 

Nov.  25— Rev.  Nathanael  M.  Guptill,  Andover  Newton 
Theological  School,  Newton  Centre,  Massachu- 
setts 

Dec.  2— Rev.  Alexander  P.  Winston,  A.M.,  First  Parish 
(Unitarian)  Church,  Portland 

Dec.     9— The  President  of  the  College 

1952 

Jan.  6— Chaplain  (Captain)  Lee  R.  Van  Sickle,  USAF, 
32nd  Air  Division 

Jan.    13— The  President  of  the  College 

Jan.  20— Rev.  Arthur  E.  Wilson,  D.D.,  Beneficent  Congre- 
gational Church,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Feb.  17— Rev.  John  Arthur  Samuelson,  S.T.M.,  First  Par- 
ish Church,  Brunswick 

Feb.  24— James  Vince  Miller,  B.D.,  Instructor  in  Philoso- 
phy and  Religion,  Bates  College 
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Mar.  2— Rabbi  Dudley  Weinberg,  Temple  Ohabei  Shalom, 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 

Mar.  9— Rev.  Robert  H.  Dunn,  Litt.B.,  B.D.,  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire 

Mar.  16— The  President  of  the  College 

Mar.  23— Rev.  Clifford  H.  Osborne,  D.D.,  Chaplain  and 
Associate  Professor  of  Religion,  Colby  College 

Mar.  30— Rev.  Harry  Trust,  D.D.,  President,  Bangor  Theo- 
logical Seminary 

Apr.  6— Rev.  James  Wills  Lenhart,  D.D.,  State  Street  Con- 
gregational Church,  Portland 

Apr.  20— Laurens  Hickok  Seelye,  Professor  of  Philosophy 
and  Psychology,  Robert  College  and  the  Ameri- 
can College  for  Girls,  Istanbul,  Turkey 

Apr.  27— Rev.  John  C.  Schroeder,  D.D.,  Master  of  Calhoun 
College,  Yale  University 

May     4— The  President  of  the  College 

May  11— Rev.  Arlan  A.  Baillie,  All  Souls  (Congregational) 
Church,  Bangor 

May  18— Rev.  Frederick  B.  Kellogg,  Chaplain  of  the  Bishop 
Rhinelander  Foundation  for  College  Work,  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts 

APPENDIX  C 

Religious  Preference 

Fall  Semester 

Congregational    194 

Catholic  169 

Episcopal    164 

Methodist   60 

Jewish    50 

Unitarian 36 

Presbyterian   34 

Baptist  31 
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Greek  Orthodox 13 

Christian  Science  12 

Universalist 9 

Lutheran  7 

Friends 6 

Federated    3 

Buddhist  2 

Advent  

Anglican   

Armenian  Orthodox  

Church  of  Christ 

Community  

Dutch  Reformed  

Evangelical  

Reformed    

United  

United  of  Canada  

No  Preference  1 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DEAN 


To  the  President  of  Bowdoin  College: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
academic  year  1951-1952: 

A  year  ago  at  this  time  there  was  great  uncertainty  con- 
cerning the  probable  enrollment  for  the  fall  semester  of 
1951.  This  uncertainty  had  resulted  in  plans  for  a  sum- 
mer session  for  1951  in  order  to  permit  acceleration  on  the 
part  of  the  students.  About  two  hundred  men,  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  whom  were  Bowdoin  undergradu- 
ates, attended  the  summer  session  and,  in  general,  it  proved 
to  be  highly  successful.  Classes  were  small  and  the  course 
selection  was  made  up  both  of  elementary  and  advanced 
courses  in  such  a  fashion  that  the  session  was  not  financially 
injurious  even  though  the  attendance  was  lower  than  that 
of  previous  summer  sessions.  About  forty-five  members  of 
the  freshman  class  entered  College  in  the  summer.  The 
absence  of  any  distractions  from  extra  curricular  activities 
and  fraternity  life  undoubtedly  enabled  them  to  commence 
their  work  under  very  favorable  circumstances.  There  was 
no  rushing  and  the  fraternity  houses  were  closed  with  the 
exception  of  the  Theta  Delta  Chi  House  which  was  open 
for  dining  and  social  purposes. 

In  spite  of  the  uncertainty  regarding  enrollment,  the  fall 
semester  opened  with  something  over  800  men  in  residence 
including  a  freshman  class  of  slightly  more  than  200.  The 
anticipated  calls  from  Selective  Service  did  not  materialize 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  only  one  student  has  actually  been 
withdrawn  from  College  by  such  a  call.  Most  of  our  stu- 
dents have  taken  the  Selective  Service  Examination  and 
have  scored  higher  than  the  required  seventy,  although  we 
have  no  exact  figures  since  the  results  do  not  come  to  the 
College.  Draft  Boards  have,  in  general,  followed  the  pro- 
cedures  recommended  by  the  national  authorities  which 
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allow  men  to  continue  college  contingent  upon  their  score 
in  the  examination  and  their  position  in  their  class. 
Furthermore,  a  large  proportion  of  the  College  is  now  en- 
rolled in  the  R.O.T.C.  Army  Transportation  Corps  Unit 
and  the  majority  of  these  men  are  on  deferment  for  this 
reason.  The  deferred  quotas  cover  the  overwhelming  ma- 
jority of  the  men  in  their  first  two  years  of  the  basic  phase, 
after  which  a  smaller  number  are  selected  for  the  advanced 
phase.  Such  men  as  are  selected  for  the  advanced  course 
continue  through  college  on  deferment  and  receive  their 
commissions  upon  graduation.  This  program  gives  a  sub- 
stantial element  of  stability  so  long  as  present  policies 
continue.  At  the  beginning  of  the  spring  semester  in  Feb- 
ruary 1952  the  enrollment  dropped  to  about  750,  due  to 
normal  losses  from  graduation  and  other  causes,  and  it  has 
remained  very  stable  through  the  spring  term.  Barring  some 
drastic  change  in  the  general  situation,  it  appears  likely  that 
the  enrollment  next  fall  will  be  about  775. 

Because  of  Selective  Service  policy  there  was  no  substan- 
tial demand  among  the  student  body  for  another  summer 
session  in  1952  and,  after  careful  and  thorough  consultation 
with  the  students,  plans  for  saich  a  session  were  abandoned. 
Those  students  who  had  planned  on  acceleration  and  had 
attended  the  summer  session  of  a  year  ago  were,  in  many 
cases,  given  permission  to  attend  other  summer  schools  in 
order  that  they  would  not  suffer  from  the  absence  of  such 
a  program  at  Bowdoin. 

Although  acceleration  through  the  maintenance  of  a  sum- 
mer session  has  been  dropped  at  least  for  the  time  being, 
the  College  is  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  matter  of 
acceleration  in  another  direction.  Along  with  eleven  other 
colleges  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  we  are  engaged  irt 
a  study  of  the  possibilities  of  acceleration  through  the  ad- 
mission to  college  of  selected  students  with  advanced  stand' 
ing.  This  group  of  institutions  has  a  grant  of  $50,000  from 
the  Ford  Foundation,  and  the  study  will  be  continued  with 
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the  aid  of  a  full  time  paid  executive  director.  This  plan 
does  not  call  for  the  entry  into  college  of  students  of 
younger  age  than  usual,  but  rather  for  admitting  men  who 
have  had  unusually  good  preparation  and  who  are  of  high 
ability  with  sophomore  standing  in  all  or  some  of  their 
work.  Thus  they  might  complete  college  in  three  years. 
The  working  out  of  this  project  will  call  for  extensive  in- 
vestigation and  presumably  the  working  out  of  a  set  of 
examinations  which  will  be,  in  effect,  matriculation  exam- 
inations for  sophomore  year.  This  plan  has  aroused  great 
interest  in  the  country  and,  what  is  very  important,  seems 
to  be  proving  very  attractive  and  stimulating  to  secondary 
school  people.  A  joint  committee  at  work  on  it  is  composed 
half  of  college  administrators  and  half  of  school  men  rep- 
resenting both  public  and  independent  institutions  of  sec- 
ondary education. 

I  believe  that  the  evaluation  of  the  R.O.T.C.  program 
in  terms  of  academic  credit  and  its  general  place  in  the  col- 
lege program  should  be  reviewed.  Thus  far  the  R.O.T.C. 
courses  in  the  basic  phase,  the  first  two  years,  have  simply 
been  superimposed  upon  the  normal  freshman  and  sopho- 
more program  and  no  academic  credit  has  been  allotted  to 
them.  This  means  that  in  sophomore  year  the  R.O.T.C. 
course  becomes  a  sixth  course  and  this  has  placed  a  rather 
heavy  load  upon  the  sophomores  who  are  required  to  carry 
five  major  courses  in  addition.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
junior  and  senior  years  the  advanced  R.O.T.C.  courses  are 
given  full  academic  credit  and  consequently  become  one 
fourth  of  the  normal  four  course  program  in  those  years. 
It  would  seem  that  junior  year  is  not  weighted  equitably 
and  that  it  should  perhaps  become  a  year  requiring  five 
courses  while  sophomore  year  might  remain  a  five  course 
year,  but  with  Military  Science  constituting  one  of  those 
courses.  It  would  presumably  strengthen  the  R.O.T.C. 
program  to  have  the  basic  courses  recognized  as  credit 
courses  even  though  this  entailed  altering  the  evaluation 
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of  our  academic  program.  I  believe  a  committee  should 
make  a  careful  study  of  this  problem.  We  are  almost  alone 
among  the  colleges  of  the  country  in  not  giving  formal 
academic  credit  of  some  amount  to  the  basic  phase  as  well 
as  the  advanced  phase  of  the  R.O.T.C.  program.  Generally 
speaking,  the  program  has  gone  well  and  the  officers  in 
charge  have  been  most  cooperative  with  the  College.  Al- 
though not  compulsory,  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
entering  freshmen  elect  the  R.O.T.C.  program. 

The  chief  academic  development  of  the  current  year  has 
been  the  revival  of  the  major  examination  system.  Examina- 
tions were  given  to  a  small  group  of  graduating  seniors  in 
February  and  are  also  being  given  to  the  members  of  the 
Class  of  1952  graduating  in  June.  It  would  not  be  true  to 
say  that  the  system  is  in  full  and  complete  operation,  but  at 
least  the  start  has  been  made  and  in  another  year  or  two 
major  work  and  the  major  examination  should  recover 
their  former  importance  and  serve  their  purpose  of  turning 
out  Bowdoin  graduates  who  will  measure  up  academically 
to  those  who  graduated  in  the  years  before  the  war.  This 
has,  unfortunately,  not  been  true  in  recent  years.  The  Eco- 
nomics Department  continues  to  suffer  from  overly  heavy 
concentration  in  that  field,  but  otherwise  the  distribution  of 
majors  is  generally  satisfactory. 

In  the  field  of  conduct  and  student  discipline,  the  year 
has  been  a  very  quiet  one  although  the  major  house  party 
is  still  to  come.  There  has  been  a  minimum  of  administra- 
tive activity,  and  the  Student  Judiciary  Committee  has  held 
practically  no  meetings.  Undoubtedly  this  situation  is 
partly  attributable  to  good  fortune,  but  that  is  not  a  com- 
plete answer.  I  believe  it  is  true  that  the  student  body  has 
been  genuinely  anxious  that  the  closing  year  of  the  Presi- 
dent's service  should  be  a  smooth  and  pleasant  one,  and  the 
student  leaders  have  certainly  made  a  genuine  effort  to 
bring  this  about.  In  many  different  ways  they  have  demon- 
strated their  respect  and  affection,  and  relations  with  the 
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Administration  have  been  most  pleasant.  No  major  con- 
troversial questions  have  been  raised  in  any  serious  form, 
and  student  opinion  itself  undoubtedly  considers  that  condi- 
tions have  been,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  and  that  prog- 
ress has  been  made  in  this  very  difficult  field. 

In  many  colleges  fraternities  have  been  a  subject  of  agita- 
tion and  criticism.  This  is  not  unusual,  but  it  has  been  pro- 
nounced. Among  the  controversial  issues  have  been  the 
timing  of  rushing,  the  problem  of  independent  minorities, 
and  that  of  discrimination.  In  general  there  has  been  a 
pronounced  trend  toward  deferred  rushing  in  those  colleges 
most  closely  associated  with  Bowdoin.  This  has  been  true 
at  Dartmouth,  Williams,  and  Amherst,  but  so  far  the  Bow- 
doin student  body  has  remained  convinced  of  the  merits  of 
the  traditional  rushing  practices  here.  Certain  factors,  no- 
tably dining  facilities,  make  it  necessary  to  bring  the  fresh- 
men into  fraternities  almost  immediately,  and  any  system 
of  deferred  rushing  would  necessarily  involve  arrangements 
for  rotating  the  freshmen  among  the  houses  if  they  were 
not  immediately  connected  with  specific  houses.  Non-frater- 
nity men  at  Bowdoin  number  fewer  than  ten  per  cent  of 
the  student  body,  and  a  considerable  number  of  these  men 
remain  independent  from  choice.  Thus  this  problem  is  not 
acute,  but  it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  all  those  men  desir- 
ing to  join  fraternities  should  receive  an  opportunity  to 
do  so. 

During  the  year  the  Bowdoin  chapter  of  Delta  Upsilon 
severed  its  connection  with  the  national  fraternity  due  to 
the  action  of  the  national  organization  in  refusing  to  sanc- 
tion the  initiation  of  a  colored  boy.  The  disposition  of  the 
house  has  not  yet  been  finally  settled,  but  the  local  chapter 
has  had  the  moral  support  of  the  College,  of  the  other  fra- 
ternities at  Bowdoin,  and  of  many  of  the  other  chapters  of 
Delta  Upsilon.  Among  other  changes  affecting  the  fraterni- 
ties have  been  the  acquisition  of  the  Baxter  house  on  Col- 
lege Street  by  Sigma  Nu  and  its  move  into  this  house  from 
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its  former  quarters  on  Maine  Street.  In  turn,  Alpha  Rho 
Upsilon,  a  local  fraternity,  purchased  the  former  Sigma  Nu 
house  and  has  moved  into  that  from  its  former  quarters  on 
upper  Maine  Street.  This  gives  them  dining  facilities.  Cur- 
rent undergraduate  opinion  is  strongly  convinced  that  fra- 
ternity life  at  Bowdoin  is  healthy  and  democratic.  It  is, 
however,  true  that  fraternity  activities  make  serious  inroads 
upon  the  academic  life  of  the  College  in  the  first  half  of  the 
fall  semester.  Not  early  rushing,  but  early  initiation  activi- 
ties appear  to  be  the  most  serious  problem  with  which  we 
have  to  deal,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  fraternity 
leadership  will  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  prob- 
lem and  wTill  be  exerted  in  cooperative  fashion  toward  a 
solution. 

Extra  curricular  activities  have  been  carried  on  in  normal 
and  generally  successful  fashion.  Bowdoin-on-the-Air  is  now 
well  established  as  a  regular  and  major  activity  at  the  Col- 
lege, and  the  other  organizations  have  continued  to  func- 
tion. In  athletics  Bowdoin  teams  have  been  at  least  mod- 
erately successful,  and  in  almost  all  sports  have  won  their 
fair  share  of  victories. 

College  athletics  have  been  under  heavy  fire  during  the 
past  year  on  the  national  scene.  The  evils  which  have  been 
brought  to  light  are  those  which  are  not  likely  to  arise  in  a 
small  college  such  as  Bowdoin  where  gate  receipts  are  of 
minor  importance  and  where  there  is  not  the  same  tempta- 
tion to  overemphasis.  Without  being  smug,  however,  I  be- 
lieve it  is  true  and  valuable  to  state  that  there  is  nothing 
which  needs  concealment  so  far  as  Bowrdoin  athletics  are 
concerned.  Prematriculation  scholarships,  both  amounts 
and  recipients,  are  all  published  in  the  papers,  and  we  ex- 
change full  information  concerning  scholarship  awards  to 
varsity  and  freshmen  football  players  writh  such  fellow  insti- 
tutions as  Williams,  Amherst,  Wesleyan,  and  Trinity.  We 
plan  to  do  this  also  with  Bates  and  Colby.  This  exchange 
of  information  also   includes  academic  standing  of  these 
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athletes,  and  it  is  very  apparent  that  those  who  partici- 
pate in  sports  at  Bowdoin  constitute  simply  a  typical  cross 
section  of  the  student  body. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  again  how  fortunate  we  are  in 
having  no  conflict  between  the  athletic  authorities  at  the 
College  and  the  more  strictly  academic  authorities.  Due  to 
the  farsighted  policy  and  the  strong  convictions  of  the 
Athletic  Director  there  is  not  and  has  not  been  any  pres- 
sure exerted  to  gain  special  favors  or  concessions  for  appli- 
cants to  the  College  with  athletic  ability  or  for  athletes  al- 
ready in  College.  It  has  always  been  his  firm  conviction 
that  a  sound  athletic  policy  must  be  based  upon  the  full 
acceptance  and  recognition  of  the  academic  standards  of 
the  College,  and  it  is  absolutely  true  to  say  that  the  College 
works  free  from  any  attempt  to  exert  pressure  of  a  sort 
that  is  frequently  applied  in  other  institutions  large  and 
small. 

With  high  tuition  charges  and  the  increase  of  other 
costs,  adequate  scholarship  aid  continues  to  be  a  subject 
of  great  importance  and  difficulty.  Scholarship  funds  have 
not  increased  in  proportion  to  the  greater  expense  of  at- 
tending college.  Most  other  colleges  in  our  group  have  a 
less  rigid  definition  of  need  than  we  employ,  and  many 
boys  at  Bowdoin  are  judged  to  be  not  in  need  who  would 
be  easily  eligible  for  scholarship  assistance  in  various  other 
places.  Of  course  it  would  not  be  of  great  help  to  relax 
this  definition  of  need  unless  more  funds  were  available, 
but  this  is  a  matter  that  needs  thought  and  attention.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  the  qualifying  average  for  scholarship  aid 
for  upperclassmen  was  raised  from  C-  to  C.  This  device, 
of  course,  cut  off  some  applicants,  but  did  not  in  any  sense 
solve  the  problem  of  meeting  financial  need.  Many  colleges 
are  paying  more  attention  to  the  utilization  of  loan  funds 
and  administering  them  on  somewhat  the  same  basis  as 
scholarship  grants.  It  is  probably  time  that  our  practices 
were  reviewed  and  that  the  loan  funds  be  more  closely  co- 
ordinated with  the  scholarship  funds.   During  the  year  the 
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financial  problems  of  a  number  of  individual  students  were 
very  serious  indeed,  and  it  was  not  always  possible  to  work 
out  satisfactory  solutions. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  submit  this  last  report  to 
President  Sills.  In  doing  so  I  would  like  to  express  my  per- 
sonal appreciation  and  gratitude  for  the  assistance,  interest, 
and  patience  which  he  has  always  shown  in  connection  with 
the  work  and  problems  of  the  Dean's  Office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Nathaniel  C.  Kendrick,  Dean 
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APPENDIX 

/.     Enrollment 

Students  enrolled  September,  1951  811 

Students  graduated  February,   1952   31* 

Students  dropped  February,  1952  11 

Students  leaving  between  September,  1951  and 

February,    1952 26 

Students  enrolled  February  11,  1952 751 

Students  readmitted  February,  1952 4 

New  students  admitted  February,  1952  2 

*This  figure  includes  two  men  not  in  residence  during  the  first  Semes- 
ter, 1951-1952. 

//.     Geographical  Distribution 

Entered 
June  and  October 


1951 


*fr  tI* 


Massachusetts  83 

Maine    66 

New  York  15 

New  Jersey  13 

Connecticut 10 

New  Hampshire 9 

Rhode  Island  5 

Illinois  4 

Pennsylvania 4 

California   3 

District  of  Columbia 3 

Maryland    2 

Delaware  

Indiana   

Michigan  

Ohio  

Argentina   
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Austria  

Canada  

England  

Finland    

Germany   

Greece   

Haiti    

Iraq    

Switzerland  

Thailand  

Venezuela    
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♦♦Summer  Specials  not  included. 

///.     Enrollment  In  Courses,  1951-1952 

October  15,  1951     April  1,  1952 

Art  1,  2  56  33 

Art  7,  8  13  11 

Art  13,  14  9  5 

Astronomy  1,  2  15  20 

Biology  1,  2  149  142 

Biology  3A  19 

Biology  5,  6  9  18 

Biology  7,  8 3  4 

Biology  9,  10  15  8 

Biology  12  20 

Biology  15,  16  12  9 

Chemistry  1,  2  102  95 

Chemistry  3,  4  22  17 

Chemistry  5,  6  14  10 

Chemistry  7,  8  26  25 

Chemistry  10  4 

Chemistry  11  3 

Chemistry  12  4 

Chemistry  13  4 
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Comparative  Literature  1,  2  ....  103  100 

Economics  1,  2 167  160 

Economics  3,  4 29  16 

Economics  5,  6 32  19 

Economics  7A  9 

Economics  9,  10  60  71 

Economics  11,  12 35  25 

Economics  13  42 

Economics  14 23 

Economics  15  46 

Education  1,  2 28  21 

Education  3,  4  20  18 

English  1,  2 181  180 

English  4,  4  , 220  219 

English  5,  6  72  64 

English  7,  8  22  32 

English  9,  10  41  50 

English  11,  12  ■ 30  30 

English  13,  14  V. 32  31 

English  15,  16  11  15 

English  25,  26 29  34 

English  27,  28  40  46 

English  29,  30  10  6 

English  47  5 

French  1,  2  55  51 

French  3,  4  146  144 

French  5,  6 78  54 

French  9,  10  11  5 

French  11,  12 11  7 

French  15,  16  24  16 

German  1,  2  85  80 

German  3,  4  63  66 

German  5,  6  5  7 

German  7,  8  12  6 

German  9,  10  5  8 

German  13,  14 10  7 

Government  1,  2  70  64 
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Government  3,  4  16  11 

Government  5,  6  71  65 

Government  7,  8  18  16 

Government  9,  10  35  19 

Government  11,  12  22  35 

Greek  1,  2  10  10 

Greek  3,  4  10  8 

Greek  5,  6  1  1 

Greek  11,  12  5  4 

Greek  18  61 

History  1,  2  79  78 

History  5,  6  32  33 

History  7,  8  54  46 

History  11,  12  73  62 

History  13,  14  15  15 

History  15  12 

History  17,  18  25  24 

History  23  8 

Hygiene  9              ?  8 

Italian  1,  2  22 

Latin  1,  2  17  15 

Latin  3,  4  29  27 

Latin  5,  6  11  11 

Latin  7,  8  6  3 

Mathematics  1  66 

Mathematics  11,  11   104  68 

Mathematics  12 66 

Mathematics  14  89 

Mathematics  21,  22  32  22 

Mathematics  23  19 

Mathematics  31,  32  17  15 

Mathematics  33,  34 3  1 

Mathematics  36  4 

Mathematics  41,  42  7  6 

Military  Science  11,  12  198  156 

Military  Science  21,  22  179  196 

Military  Science  31,  32  57  63 
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Military  Science  41,  42  16 

Music  5,  6  29 

Music  11,  12  12 

Music  23,  24  1 

Philosophy  1,  2 39 

Philosophy  4C  6 

Philosophy  6  

Philosophy  7,  8  22 

Physics  11,  12 64 

Physics  21,  22  16 

Physics  23,  24  6 

Physics  31,  32  10 

Physics  33,  34  17 

Physics  41  3 

Psychology  1,  2  147 

Psychology  3,  4  21 

Psychology  5,  6  8 

Psychology  8  

Psychology  10  8 

Religion  1,  2 53 

Religion  5,  6  9 

Russian  1,  2  6 

Sociology  1,  2  80 

Sociology  4  

Sociology  5  8 

Sociology  6  

Sociology  8  12 

Spanish  1,  2  18 

Spanish  3,  4  11 
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11 

44 

10 

1 

32 

4 
8 
59 
11 
5 
10 
17 

141 

14 

7 

7 

29 
10 
6 
72 
14 

20 

16 
8 


IV.    Fraternity  Membership,  April,  1952 


Psi  Upsilon     » 
Alpha  Tau  Omega 
Kappa  Sigma  . 
Zeta  Psi  . 
Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 


66 
63 
62 
61 
59 
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Chi  Psi 58 

Sigma  Nu         .........  58 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 57 

Theta  Delta  Chi 56 

Beta  Theta  Pi 55 

Delta  Sigma 55 

Independents 53 

Alpha  Rho  Upsilon 45 

748 

F.     Fraternity  Scholastic  Standings  for  the  Award  of  the 

Student  Council  Cup 

June,  1951 

*AIpha  Tau  Omega 2.515 

Alpha  Rho  Upsilon 2.465 

Delta  Upsilon 2.375 

Kappa  Sigma 2.352 

Zeta  Psi 2.317 

Beta  Theta  Pi 2.316 

Theta  Delta  Chi 2.314 

Chi  Psi .  2.265 

Sigma  Nu 2.239 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 2.153 

Psi  Upsilon 2.110 

Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 2.098 

College  Average 2.311 

All  Fraternity  Average 2.288 

February,  1952 

••Alpha  Rho  Upsilon 2.446 

Alpha  Tau  Omega ,     .  2.388 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 2.332 

Kappa  Sigma 2.299 

Chi  Psi 2.246 

Theta  Delta  Chi 2.173 

Beta  Theta  Pi 2.162 
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Zeta  Psi    .    . 2.127 

Delta  Kappa  Epsilon      *»>.*»....  2.089 

Delta  Sigma 2.077 

Sigma  Nu 2.000 

PsiUpsilon 1.974 

College  Average    *     .    » 2.217 

All  Fraternity  Average  >    „    .    > 2.188 

* Actually  the  Independents  had  the  highest  standing  (2.642)   but  are 
not  eligible  lot  the  award  of  the  cup. 

** Actually  the  Independents  had  the  highest  standing   (2.549)  but  are 
not  eligible  for  the  award  of  the  cup. 


VI.   Abraxas  Cup  Standing,  February,  1952 

1.  Portland  High  School 3.333 

2.  Loomis  School   (Windsor,  Conn.) 2.813 

3.  Reading  High  School   (Reading,  Mass.)    .     .     .  2.385 

4.  South  Portland  High  School 2.375 

5.  Phillips  Exeter  Academy  (Exeter,  N.  H.)  .     .     .  2.167 

6.  Mount  Hermon  School  (Mount  Hermon,  Mass.)  2,083 

VII.    Peucinian  Cup 

June*  1951 

Alpha  Rho  Upsilon .    .    .    .    .......    .  2.456 

Alpha  Tau  Omega 2.217 

Kappa  Sigma    ..............  2.094 

Chi  Psi 2.093 

Delta  Upsilon 2.066 

3Psi  Upsiloft 1.988 

Beta  Theta  Pi 1.937 

Theta  Delta  Chi 1.920 

Sigma  Nu 1.910 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 1.863 

Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 1.794 

Zeta  Psi  ...... 1.750 


40  Bowdoin  College 

College  Average    - 2.027 

All  Fraternity  Average 1.991 

February,  1952 

♦Alpha  Rho  Upsilon 2.297 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 2.154 

Kappa  Sigma 2.063 

Alpha  Tau  Omega 1.909 

Delta  Sigma 1.880 

BetaThetaPi 1.865 

Psi  Upsilon 1.844 

Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 1.793 

Chi  Psi 1.788 

Zeta  Psi 1.787 

Theta  Delta  Chi 1.662 

Sigma  Nu .     .  1.233 

College  Average  . 1.903 

All  Fraternity  Average 1.854 

♦Actually  the  Independents  had  the  highest  standing   (2.408)  but  are 
not  eligible  for  the  award  of  the  cup. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


To  the  President  of  Bowdoin  College: 

In  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  College,  I  present 
a  report  on  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  College 
Library  for  the  period  from  April  1,  1951  to  March  31, 
1952. 

SIZE  AND  GROWTH 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  estimated  to 
be  224,061,  including  1,450  films. 

Accessions 

1950-51     1949-50     1948-49     1947-48     1946-47 

By  purchase       2,906         3,228         3,201         3,302        2,839 
By  gift  1,431         1,695         1,686         1,193         1,968 

4,337        4,923        4,887        4,495        4,807 

NEW  BOOK  FUNDS 

The  sum  of  $1,000  was  bequeathed  by  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Gilli- 
gan,  the  mother  of  Arthur  Chew  Gilligan,  who  was  a  Pro- 
fessor of  French  from  1925  to  1943,  to  establish  the  Arthur 
Chew  Gilligan  Memorial  Fund,  the  income  to  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  the  College  Library,  with  prefer- 
ence to  books  selected  by  the  French  Department. 

Mrs.  Emma  L.  Conant,  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts,  be- 
queathed one-third  of  her  residuary  estate  to  Bowdoin 
College  to  establish  a  fund  in  memory  of  her  husband, 
Lewis  S.  Conant,  the  income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase 
of  non-fiction  books.  In  January  the  sum  of  $25,000  was 
received  under  this  bequest,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
principal  of  this  fund  will  ultimately  be  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $65,000. 
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Under  the  terms  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Pickard, 
a  Trustee  and  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1894,  the  Library 
received  $152,500  to  establish  a  fund,  the  income  to  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  materials. 

GIFTS 

During  the  past  year  the  Library  has  received  the  fol- 
lowing gifts: 

From  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Anthoensen  (A.M.,  Bowdoin, 
1947)  and  the  Reverend  Sheldon  Christian,  of  the  Class  of 
1937,  $25  each  for  the  purchase  of  books  on  the  subject  of 
printing  and  typography.  Mr.  Anthoensen  also  continued 
to  add  new  titles  to  the  Anthoensen  Collection. 

From  Mr.  Scott  Clement  Ward  Simpson,  of  the  Class  of 
1903,  five  volumes  of  a  miscellaneous  nature. 

From  Mr.  Richard  A.  Rhodes,  2nd,  of  the  Class  of  1944, 
$10  for  the  purchase  of  books  in  the  field  of  mathematics 
or  the  physical  sciences. 

From  Mr.  John  F.  Dana,  a  Trustee  and  a  member  of  the 
Class  of  1898,  $10  to  be  used  for  binding. 

From  Mr.  Nikolaus  Lanzinger,  of  the  Class  of  1954,  a 
copy  of  Schatzkammer  Osterreich;  Vienna,  1948. 

From  Dr.  Bernard  Samuels,  of  Wiscasset,  Maine,  a  copy 
of  The  Columbia  Encyclopedia. 

From  Professor  William  Witherle  Lawrence,  a  Trustee 
and  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1898,  $50  for  the  general 
purposes  of  the  Library. 

From  an  anonymous  donor  a  24-page  manuscript  letter, 
dated  December  12,  1819,  from  Major  General  Henry 
Dearborn  to  Major  General  William  King,  the  first  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine,  giving  advice  on  the  formation  of  a  code 
of  laws  for  the  newly  formed  State  of  Maine. 


Report  of  the  Librarian  43 

From  the  Wiscasset  Public  Library,  44  volumes  on  the 
history  of  the  South,  including  27  volumes  of  the  Virginia 
Magazine  of  History  and  Biography, 

From  Mr.  Mark  Reed,  of  Boothbay  Harbor,  Maine,  12 
volumes  by  and  about  Woodrow  Wilson. 

From  Mr.  Percy  D.  Mitchell,  of  the  Class  of  1914,  and 
Mrs.  Mitchell,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  $100  in  mem- 
ory of  their  son,  Bradlee  Ford  Mitchell,  to  be  used  for  the 
printing  project. 

From  Mr.  James  A.  Healy,  of  New  York  City,  five 
volumes  published  by  the  Cuala  Press  to  be  added  to  the 
collection  he  presented  last  year. 

From  the  late  Harry  E.  Wilson,  of  Portland,  Maine,  a 
brother  of  Virgil  C.  Wilson,  of  the  Class  of  1880,  several 
hundred  volumes  of  a  miscellaneous  nature. 

From  Mrs.  Stanley  P.  Chase,  of  Brunswick,  seven  water 
colors  painted  by  Frederick  Whymper  depicting  scenes  in 
Alaska  in  1866  and  1867. 

From  Mr.  Douglass  H.  McNeally,  of  the  Class  of  1946, 
$10  for  the  purchase  of  books  in  the  field  of  history. 

From  Mr.  Edwin  J.  Beinecke  (L.H.D.,  Bowdoin,  1950) 
a  copy  of  volume  1  of  A  Stevenson  Library:  Catalogue  of  a 
Collection  of  Writings  by  and  about  Robert  Louis  Steven- 
son, formed  by  Edwin  /.  Beinecke,  compiled  by  George  L. 
McKay;  New  Haven,  1951. 

From  Col.  Charles  L.  Stephenson,  of  South  Harpswell, 
Maine,  six  volumes  on  the  various  branches  of  the  armed 
services. 

From  Mr.  Roscoe  H.  Hupper,  an  Overseer  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Class  of  1907,  eight  Longfellow  manuscripts  and 
a  manuscript  letter  from  Tennyson  to  Longfellow. 

From  the  late  Miss  Alice  Hollister  Lerch,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  about  200  volumes,   some  of  which  were  de- 
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signed  by  Bruce  Rogers  and  others  which  are  notable  for 
their  fine  printing. 

HUBBARD  HALL 

Six  years  have  elapsed  since  I  last  called  attention  to 
the  crowded  condition  of  the  shelves  in  the  bookstack. 
During  that  time  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library 
has  increased  by  over  16,000,  a  figure  which  would  be 
much  larger  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  we  have  with- 
drawn over  8,500  volumes  of  obsolete  and  duplicate  mate- 
rial. We  have  known  all  along  that  we  could  not  continue 
to  withdraw  books  at  this  rate.  As  a  matter  of  fact  only  a 
very  little  more  work  can  be  done  in  this  direction.  There 
are  a  few  empty  shelves  in  the  stack;  there  are  more  shelves 
only  partly  filled;  but  there  are  many,  many  more  that  are 
absolutely  full.  When  we  need  additional  space  on  the 
second  floor,  ten  empty  shelves  on  the  sixth  floor  are  abso- 
lutely no  help  at  all.  We  need  additional  shelf  space,  and 
we  need  it  badly. 

One  of  the  goals  of  the  Sesquicentennial  Fund  is  money 
to  build  an  addition  to  Hubbard  Hall  and  funds  for  its 
maintenance.  Several  years  ago  these  sums  were  estimated 
to  be  $300,000  and  $225,000  respectively.  Undoubtedly 
$300,000  would  not  be  sufficient  to  build  and  equip  an 
addition  to  Hubbard  Hall  today. 

During  the  past  several  years  the  College  has  presented 
to  prospective  donors  the  opportunity  to  give  and  name 
two  separate  buildings.  No  one  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  do  so.  With  this  fact  in  mind  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  logical  conclusion  that  there  is  practically  no 
appeal  to  a  prospective  donor  in  the  opportunity  to  pay 
for  an  addition  to  a  building  which  for  the  past  fifty  years 
has  borne  the  name  of  its  donor.  With  Sills  Hall  an 
accomplished  fact  and  with  the  new  Chemistry  Building 
due  to  be  completed  this  summer,  the  Sesquicentennial 
Fund  campaign  will  probably  enter  a  new  phase.   It  seems 
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doubtful  that  the  drive  for  funds  will  be  carried  on  as 
aggressively  as  in  the  past.  All  of  which  presents  a  rather 
gloomy  prospect  for  an  addition  to  Hubbard  Hall  in  the 
near  future. 

Hubbard  Hall  was  the  gift  of  General  Thomas  Hamlin 
Hubbard,  of  the  Class  of  1857,  and  his  wife,  Sibyl  Fahne- 
stock  Hubbard.  In  1908  General  Hubbard  gave  the  Col- 
lege a  fund,  now  amounting  to  $106,268,  the  income  to  be 
used  for  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  library 
building  and  Library.  John  Hubbard  was  their  only  son 
to  grow  to  manhood,  and  despite  the  fact  that  he  was  a 
Harvard  graduate  he  started  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
this  Library  in  1919,  four  years  after  the  death  of  his 
father.  He  gave  generously  for  the  improvement  of  Hub- 
bard Hall,  and  for  the  three  and  one-half  years  prior  to 
his  death  in  1933  he  had  been  giving  $5,000  each  year  to 
be  used  in  building  up  the  periodical  sets  of  the  Library. 
John  Hubbard  had  inherited  a  large  sum  from  his  father. 
He  used  to  say  that  what  he  did  for  the  Library  ho  did 
because  he  thought  his  father  would  have  liked  to  have 
done  these  things.  John  Hubbard  felt  strongly  that  Hub- 
bard Hall  was  a  gift  from  the  Hubbard  family  to  the  Col- 
lege. When  alterations  or  additions  were  to  be  made  he 
wanted  Hubbard  money  to  pay  for  them.  He  was  also 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  it  would  be  necessary 
for  an  addition  to  be  built  to  Hubbard  Hall.  It  was  his 
desire  that  this  addition  should  be  built  with  Hubbard 
money.  One  of  his  sisters  told  me  that  her  brother  had 
discussed  the  matter  with  her  and  had  asked  her  if  she 
would  like  to  share  in  the  project.  Had  John  Hubbard 
lived  I  think  it  is  a  safe  assumption  to  say  that  an  addition 
to  Hubbard  Hall  would  now  be  a  reality.  He  had  other 
money  than  that  which  he  inherited  from  his  father.  When 
the  proper  time  came  his  father's  money  was  to  be  used 
to  build  an  addition  to  Hubbard  Hall.  But  John  Hubbard 
died  unexpectedly  in  1933.  In  his  will  he  directed  his 
executors   to    segregate   his    interest   in    the    estate   of  his 
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father  and  set  it  apart  from  the  balance  of  his  personal 
estate.  Having  done  so,  the  executors  were  asked  to  dis- 
tribute it  as  follows:  ".  .  .  The  remaining  one-half  of  the 
fund  and  any  accretion  thereof  or  reversion  thereto  as  and 
when  the  same  becomes  or  be  in  whole  or  in  part  con- 
verted into  property  suitable  for  holding  by  an  educational 
institution,  my  executors  shall  deliver  and  pay  to  Bowdoin 
College  absolutely  and  for  its  general  purposes,  but  I  re- 
quest said  College  in  its  use  of  this  bequest  to  give  prefer- 
ence to  the  needs  of  or  add  all  or  any  part  thereof  to  the 
fund  established  by  Thomas  H.  Hubbard  for  maintenance 
of  its  Library.  .  .  ." 

It  may  be  pure  sentiment  on  my  part,  but  I  should  like 
to  see  this  building  remain  Hubbard  Hall  in  its  entirety. 
I  know  full  well  that  no  college  likes  to  use  its  capital 
funds,  but  I  would  like  to  suggest  to  the  Governing  Boards 
that  when  the  College  is  fortunate  in  securing  some  unre- 
stricted bequest  or  bequests  of  considerable  size,  it  use  such 
funds  to  replace  the  John  Hubbard  Fund  and  use  the 
principal  of  that  fund  to  build  an  addition  to  Hubbard 
Hall. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Receipts    for   Academic    Year 

1950-51  1949-50  1948-49  1947-48  1946-47 

Appropriations,  general  $37,072  $40,041  $36,743  $36,759  $28,940 

Student  assistants .     .      3,169  3,120  3,628  3,787  2,986 

Endowment  funds  .     .     12,282  10,807  10,130  9,621  8,988 

Gifts,   etc 975  2,503  1,202  1,272  1,751 

$53,498     $56,471       $51,703      $51,439      $42,665 

Expenditures  for  Academic  Year 

Books $10,418  $11,127  $10,757  $10,503  $  8,564 

Periodicals    ....        3,848  3,683  3,744  2,814  2,993 

Binding 2,708  3,299  2,867  2,761  1,716 

Increase  of  Library    [16,974]  [18,109]  [17,368]  [16,078]  [13,273] 

Salaries,  regular  staff       24,764  24,930  22,734  20,923  20,078 

Student  assistants  .        3,169  3,120  3,628  3,787  2,986 

3,033  2,979  2,811  3,055  2,638 

337  1,124  1,185  3,377  1,321 

3,548  2,569  2,179  2,406  1,121 

1,673  3,640  1,798  1,813  1,248 


Janitor  service  . 
New  equipment  . 
Repairs  .  .  .  . 
Other  expenses     . 


$53,498     $56,471       $51,703      $51,439      $42,665 
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ENDOWMENT  FUNDS 

I  add  a  table  of  the  Endowment  Funds  of  the  Library 
in  order  that  the  various  funds  and  their  donors  may  be 
recorded. 


Name  of  Fund 

Established  by 

Amount 

Achorn 

Edgar  O.  Achorn 

The  annual  balance  from  the  Achorn  Flag  Fund. 

Adams 

William  C.  Adams 

.    $    2,000 

John  Appleton 

Frederick  H.  Appleton  . 

10,053 

Samuel  H.  Ayer 

Athenaean  Society  .... 

1,020 

Boardman 

Edith  Jenney  Boardman 

500 

Bond 

Elias  Bond 

7,220 

Bowdoin 

George  S,  Bowdoin 

1,041 

Philip  H.  Brown 

John  C.  Brown       .... 

2,040 

Chapman  Memorial 

Frederic  H.  Gerrish 

7,006 

Class  of  1875 

Class  of  1875 

1,663 

Class  of  1877 

Class  of  1877 

1,033 

Class  of  1882 

Class  of  1882 

2,346 

Class  of  1888 

Class  of  1888 

1,210 

Class  of  1890 

Class  of  1890 

1,020 

Class  of  1901 

Class  of  1901 

727 

Class  of  1904 

Class  of  1904 

1 ,605 

Lewis  S.  Conant 

Mrs.  Emma  L.  Conant 

25,000 

Cutler 

John  L.  Cutler 

1,020 

Darlington 

Mrs.  Sibyl  H.  Darlington 

1,000 

James  Drummond 

Mrs.  Drummond  and  daughter  . 

3,045 

Henry  Crosby  Emery 

Class  of  1899 

2,000 

Francis  Fessenden 

John    Hubbard       .... 

10,000 

Fiske 

John   Orr  Fiske 

1,020 

Melville  W.  Fuller 

Mrs.  Hugh  C.  Wallace  . 

25,000 

General  fund 

Several   persons 

2,473 

Arthur  Chew  Gilligan 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Gilligan  . 

1,000 

Gould 

Albert  T.   Gould 

1,000 

Hakluyt 

Robert  Waterston  .... 

1,100 

Louis  C.  Hatch 

Louis  C.  Hatch 

$100  annually  from  the  estate  of  Louis  C.  Hatch. 

Samuel  W.  Hatch 

Miss  Laura  A.  Hatch    . 

1,000 

Charles  T.  Hawes 

Mrs.  Hawes 

2,500 

Holbrook 

George  A.  Holbrook     . 

2,000 

Hubbard 

Thomas  H.  Hubbard  .        .        .        . 

106,268 

Thomas  Hubbard 

His  sisters  and  brother 

3,307 

Kellogg 

Harvey  D.  Eaton 

1,000 

Lufkin 

Solon  B.  Lufkin 

500 

Robert  H.  Lunt 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  E.  Lunt    . 

1,500 

Frank  J.  Lynde 

George  S.  Lynde 

1,487 

William  Curtis 

Merryman 

Mrs.    Merryman 

1,000 

Morse 

Edward  S.  Morse  . 

1,000 
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Alpheus  S.  Packard 

Sale  of  Publications 

500 

William  A.  Packard 

William  A.  Packard 

5,000 

Patten 

John  Patten   . 

500 

Pickard 

Frederick  W.  Pickard  . 

152,500 

Lewis  Pierce 

Henry   Hill   Pierce 

32,009 

Sherman 

Mrs.  John  C.  Dodge 

2,209 

Sibley 

Jonathan  L.  Sibley 

7,094 

Stanwood 

Edward  Stanwood  . 

1,270 

Walker 

Joseph  Walker 

5,351 

Williams 

His  relatives  and  friends 

500 

Wood 

Robert  W.  Wood  . 

»                 < 

1 ,000 

Lent,  outside  .     .     . 
Lent,  closed  reserve 


CIRCULATION 

For  Academic  Year 

1950-51  1949-50  1948-49 
14,050  15,659  19,287 
18,406       22,136        25,670 


$443,637 


1947-48 

20,592 
24,818 


1946-47 
19,809 
28,835 


32,456       37,795        44,957        45,410        48,644 


THE  STAFF 

At  the  end  of  January  Mr.  Heintz,  the  Assistant  Li- 
brarian, resigned  to  become  Librarian  of  Kenyon  College, 
Gambier,  Ohio.  Mr.  McKenna,  who  had  been  Head  of 
Readers'  Services  since  January,  1949,  was  appointed  As- 
sistant Librarian  in  his  place. 

Last  September  Miss  Longfellow,  who  had  been  an 
assistant  in  the  Cataloguing  Department,  resigned  to  enter 
the  University  of  Maine.  Mrs.  Smith,  who  had  also  been 
an  assistant  in  the  same  department,  left  the  Library  on 
December  22  because  of  ill  health  and  did  not  return.  Re- 
cently she  resigned  and  is  moving  away  from  Brunswick. 
As  a  result  of  these  two  resignations  the  Cataloguing  De- 
partment has  been  very  shorthanded.  A  great  deal  of 
credit  goes  to  Miss  Lyon,  our  Head  Cataloguer,  for  carry- 
ing on  the  work  of  this  department  despite  the  loss  of  two- 
thirds  of  its  personnel.  Miss  Frost,  as  always,  rallied  to  the 
emergency  and  has  given  as  much  of  her  time  as  she  could 
spare  from  her  other  work  in  assisting  Miss  Lyon. 
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In  June,  1948,  the  Governing  Boards  approved  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  second  trained  cataloguer,  but  it  proved 
to  be  impossible  to  hire  one  with  the  funds  then  available. 
I  hope  that  the  Governing  Boards  this  June  will  make 
adequate  provision  in  the  budget  to  enable  us  to  hire  a 
second  trained  cataloguer  and  that  we  can  find  the  proper 
person  to  accept  the  position,  a  much  more  difficult  task 
than  securing  the  money.  Because  of  a  lack  of  trained  help 
we  have  been  unable  as  yet  to  catalogue  the  fine  collection 
of  books  in  the  Rare  Book  Room  that  was  given  to  us  two 
years  ago. 

The  personnel  of  the  Library  during  the  past  year  has 
been: 

Kenneth  James  Boyer,  A.B.,  B.L.S.,  Librarian. 

Edward  Clement  Heintz,  A.B.,  A.B.L.S.,  Assistant  Li- 
brarian  (until  January  31,  1952). 

John  Redmond  McKenna,  A.B.,  B.L.S.,  Head  of  Readers' 
Services,  Assistant  Librarian   (after  February  1,  1952). 

Edith  Ellen  Lyon,  Cataloguer. 

Marjorie  Wagg  Frost,  Assistant  to  the  Librarian. 

Elizabeth  Boswell  Smith,  Assistant  in  the  Cataloguing 
Department. 

Mona  Elaine  Longfellow,  Assistant  in  the  Cataloguing 
Department   (until  September  8,  1951) . 

Miriam  Stover  Thomas,  A.B.,  Curator  of  Alumni  Records 
(Part  Time). 

Rae  Libby  Hutchinson,  A.B.,  Assistant  at  the  Reserve 
Desk. 

Sarah  Grahame  Hitchcock,  Assistant  at  the  Reserve  Desk. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the 
staff  and  the  Faculty  Committee  on  the  Library  for  their 
support  and  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Kenneth  J.  Boyer,  Librarian 
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APPENDIX 

The  Library,  as  Classified,  Showing  Accessions  for  the 
Period  from  July  1, 1950  to  June  30, 1951 


Divisions 


- 
- 

g      z«     c       <       £ 


Bibliography 010  36  1         37  15              322 

Library  economy 020  14  9        23  5          1,039 

General   encyclopaedias  ...  030  24  4        28  58             WO 

General  collected  essays      ..  040  1  31         32  90 

General  periodicals    .    ...  050  74  74  10,6  7  _ 

GeneTal  societies 060  2  10        12  299 

Newspaper] 070  43  1        44  71          2,449 

Special  libraries 080  1  239 

Book  rarities 090  4  85        89  1 

Philosophy 100  27  27  1,094 

Metaphysics 110  1  1  138 

Special  metaphysical  topics     .120  6  6  1  123 

Mind  and  body 130  33  1         34  4             966 

Philosophical  systems     .     .     .  140  5  5  1             108 

Psychology          150  44  2        46  4          1,125 

Logic 160  9  9  4             153 

Eihics 170  6  1          7  1          1,132 

Ancient    philosophers     ...  180  8  8  309 

Modern  philosophers      ...  190  31  3         34  7          1,094 

Religion 200  6  2          8  1,932 

Natural   theology 210  3  3  170 

Bible 220  4  1          5  20          1,696 

Doctrinal  theology     ....230  2  1  3  2          1.117 

Practical  and  devotional    .     .  240  1  1  5             4-7 

Homiletical,  pastoral,  parochial  250  5  5  943 

Church,  institutions,  work       .  260  13  13  1,137 

Religious  history 270  13  1         14  5          1,161 


Report  of  the  Librarian  51 


Christian  churches,  sects      .    .  280  10  1 

Non-Christian  religions  .     .     .  290  9  1 

Sociology 300  52  1 

Statistics 310  7  8 

Political  science 320  111  38 

Political  economy 330  179  46 

Law        340  74  34 

Administration        350  27  23 

Associations,   institutions    .    .  360  15  9 

Education       * .    .  370  54  20 

Commerce,  communication     .  380  17  19 

Customs,  costumes,  folk  lore  ,  390  10  4 

Philology 400  23  2 

Comparative 410  2 

English 420  17 

German       430  6  1 

French 440  12  2 

Italian 450  4 

Spanish        460  1 

Latin 470  1 

Greek 480  i 

Minor  languages     ....  490  1 

Natural  science 500  41  8 

Mathematics       510  48  1 

Astronomy 520  16  5 

Physics       530  75  8 

Chemistry 540  76  5 

Geology 550  8  4 

Paleontology 560  1 

Biology       570  35  13 

Botany 580  32 

Zoology 590  75  5 

Useful  Arts 600  2  2 

Medicine .  610  67  3 

Engineering        620  32  22 

Agriculture 630  11  7 

Domestic   economy     ....  640  2 

Communication,  commerce     .  650  29  6 


11 

1,505 

10 

633 

53 

5 

2,073 

15 

2 

1,440 

149 

71 

7,476 

225 

194 

8,232 

108 

16 

6,388 

50 

245 
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Mechanic  trades 680  2  2  36 

Building 690  1  1  62 

Fine  Arts 700  20  31  51  1,425 

Landscape  gardening      ...  710  2  6  8  224 

Architecture 720  16  23  39  667 

Sculpture 730  6  15  21  1             453 

Drawing,  design,  decoration  .  740  3  29  32  276 

Painting 750  21-27  48  1  1,180 

Engraving 760  40  40  220 

Photography 770  4  4  124 

Music 780  17  10  27  1,536 

Amusements       790  17  25  42  943 

Literature       800  37  4  41  2,194 

American 810  119  29  148  12          9,022 

English 820  156  21  177  74        12,430 

German 830  103  29  132  5,827 

French 840  154  350  504  429        10,144 

Italian 850  27  2  29  1,843 

Spanish        860  17  17  810 

Latin 870  6  7  13  2,171 

Greek 880  20  20  7  2,797 

Minor  languages      ....  890  16  3  19  624 

History 900  29  1  30  29          2,397 

Geography  and  description  .  910  74  55  129  17          8,130 

Biography 920  92  90  182  6          7,811 

Ancient  history 930  10  3  13  2          1,141 

Modern  history,  Europe     .    .  940  174  99  273  24          9,756 

Asia 950  20  1  21  545 

Africa     ........  960  149 

North  America 970  55  13  68  33          7,091 

South  America 980  1  5  6  130 

Oceanic  and  polar  regions  .  990  1  1  157 

Alumni  collection       ....  22  1,384 

Maine  collection 15  40  55  10,913 

Students'  Reading  Room   .    .  2  2  2  1,505 

U.  S.  Documents   (serial  set)  12  12  2  6,521 

Films 70  70  1,450 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
MUSEUM   OF  FINE  ARTS 


To  the  President  of  Bowdoin  College: 

The  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  has  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  April 
30,  1952. 

This,  the  last  year  of  President  Sills'  administration, 
would  seem  to  be  an  appropriate  time  to  review  briefly 
some  of  the  things  the  Museum  has  done  in  recent  years 
under  his  leadership  to  serve,  as  a  recent  Institute  lecturer 
put  it,  "the  common  good."  During  the  presidency  of 
Kenneth  C.  M.  Sills,  which  has  embraced  more  than  half 
of  the  Museum's  fifty-eight  years  of  existence,  the  staff  and 
the  Committee  on  Art  Interests  have  tried  to  translate  into 
action  something  of  his  conception  of  the  College.  One  of 
his  strongest  beliefs  has  been  in  the  value  of  continuity;  an- 
other, in  the  generous  fostering  of  harmonious  relations 
with  the  community.  Insofar  as  possible  he  has  always  in- 
vited the  general  public  to  share  freely  Bowdoin's  facilities 
and  extracurricular  activities,  the  recent  Institute  being  an 
example.  Such  an  attitude  is  not  to  be  taken  for  granted. 
The  writer  of  this  report  lived  for  some  years  near  a  large 
private  metropolitan  university  where  a  very  different  con- 
cept prevailed.  On  the  rare  occasions  when  the  public  was 
admitted  to  institutional  functions  and  lectures,  it  was  on 
a  strictly  cash  basis. 

The  Museum  has  reflected  President  Sills'  particular  con- 
cept of  free  and  continuous  public  service  by  keeping  its 
doors  open  almost  every  day,  winter  and  summer,  for  fifty- 
eight  years  and  through  two  world  wars.  During  that  span 
it  has  had  only  three  directors:  Professor  Henry  Johnson, 
Professor  Henry  Andrews,  and  the  present  director;  and 
one  of  the  personnel,  Mr.  William  Hennessey,  served  as 
Superintendent   under   all    three   directors  for   over  forty 
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years.  Similarly,  Professor  William  Witherle  Lawrence,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Art  Interests,  has  headed 
that  Committee  wisely  and  ably  for  over  fifteen  years. 

Considering  that  a  fair  annual  attendance  would  average 
about  6,000  visitors,  nearly  350,000  people  have  passed 
through  the  Museum's  doors.  No  one  of  these  visitors  has 
ever  been  charged  any  admission  whatever  to  the  Museum 
or  to  any  of  its  special  exhibitions.  All  have  been  welcome 
and  much  has  been  done  with  them  in  mind. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  funds  for  operation  have  come 
exclusively  from  the  College  and  its  active  friends.  Taken 
over  a  long  period  of  years  these  appropriations  and  gifts 
for  the  maintenance  of  what  is  so  largely  a  public  museum 
represent  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  general  welfare. 
However,  we  hope  that  no  one  has  ever  been  embarrassed 
by  or  made  unduly  conscious  of  this  fact.  It  has  been 
characteristic  of  President  Sills  that  he  has  never  made 
guests  sing,  so  to  speak,  for  their  supper;  he  has  relied  rather 
upon  the  ultimate  benefits  of  mutual  good  will.  It  is  only 
fair  to  point  out,  however,  that  the  policy  of  offering  con- 
sistently free  admission  is  not  so  common  as  one  might 
assume. 

In  order  to  activate  President  Sills'  general  philosophy, 
the  Committee  on  Art  Interests  and  the  Museum  staff  began 
a  number  of  years  ago  to  formulate  a  long-range  program  of 
activities  and  improvements.  This  program  was  based  on 
several  evident  facts.  One  fact  is  that  the  Museum  has  a 
double  function,  one  duty  being  to  the  public  and  the  other 
to  the  student  body.  Although  a  single  staff  serves  both 
functions,  the  two  had  to  be  conceived  separately.  In  one 
respect,  however,  the  two  functions  overlap.  The  singularity 
may  be  summed  up  in  this  way.  To  a  large  extent  effective 
presentation  of  the  fine  visual  arts  depends  upon  good 
physical  equipment  and  settings.  There  is  still  no  substitute 
for  Mark  Hopkins;  but  in  modern  education  the  log  under 
him  is  important  too.  In  our  case  this  meant,  specifically, 
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constant  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  attractiveness 
of  the  building  and  its  displays  for  the  public's  sake  and  new 
and  better  classrooms,  studios,  and  conference  rooms  for 
the  students'  sake.  We  had  to  conceive  in  advance  what  we 
should  like  these  ultimately  to  be;  we  had  also  to  consider 
how  we  should  pay  for  these  improvements.  For  the  final 
obvious  fact  in  our  situation  was  that  this  equipment  would 
cost  a  lot  of  money— far  more  than  we  should  ever  have  in 
a  single  year.  Plainly  this  meant  budgeting  in  relation  to  a 
program  of  needs— twelve  in  number— listed  in  order  of 
priority  for  long-range  fulfillment.  Over  a  period  of  years 
these  needs  have  been  gradually  satisfied  in  the  order  and 
ways  discussed  in  previous  reports.  Only  those  which  have 
been  carried  to  completion  during  the  past  twelve  months 
will  be  mentioned  in  this  report. 

In  last  year's  report  three  needs  were  still  outstanding.  At 
that  time  we  required  far  more  mounted  photographs  than 
we  had  on  hand  for  study  and  research  purposes.  We  there- 
fore compiled  a  list  of  several  thousand  illustrations  which 
we  needed  most,  and  started  systematically  to  purchase 
these  items.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that  almost  as  if  in 
answer  to  this  particular  deficiency,  Mr.  Josiah  T.  Tubby, 
Mrs.  Felix  Arnold  Burton,  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  L.  Furbish 
gave  separately  during  the  year  collections  of  photographs 
which  were  so  apt  for  our  purposes  that  they  rapidly  re- 
solved this  problem  from  a  large  one  to  a  minor  one. 

We  also  mentioned  a  year  ago  the  need  to  complete  con- 
struction of  cases  for  a  better  display  of  our  fine  Warren 
collection  of  classical  antiquities.  Owing  to  the  expense  of 
this  project,  execution  had  been  delayed  for  several  years. 
It  is  now  completed,  and  henceforth  the  Warren  collection 
will,  we  hope,  show  to  the  advantage  that  it  deserves.  It  is 
worth  noting  that  in  December  Professor  A.  D.  Trendall,  of 
the  University  of  Sydney,  Australia,  journeyed  from  Boston 
to  Brunswick  especially  to  study  the  late  antique  vases  in 
the  collection,  which  indicates  something  of  its  importance. 
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Thirdly,  though  the  installation  of  a  new*  switchboard 
after  the  wTar  ensured  safety,  the  lighting  of  our  displays 
remained  visually  inadequate.  Moreover,  it  was  clear  that 
we  should  have  difficulty  in  overcoming  this  deficiency  for 
two  reasons.  First,  a  great  deal  of  money  would  be  needed. 
For  instance,  one  firm  of  lighting  engineers  estimated  nine 
thousand  dollars  per  gallery  even  before  the  postwar  in- 
flation, wrhich  was  quite  beyond  either  our  means  or  our 
hopes.  Secondly,  technical  opinions  differed  on  the  best 
solution.  Here  again  a  generous  friend  of  the  College  came 
unexpectedly  to  our  assistance.  Mr.  John  B.  Merrill,  of  the 
Class  of  1933,  a  vice-president  of  the  Sylvania  Electric  Prod- 
ucts Company,  not  only  gave  us  the  entire  lighting  equip- 
ment wrhich  we  lacked,  but  also  had  an  expert  study  made 
to  ensure  that  it  would  be  the  best  solution  of  our  problem 
that  modern  science  could  afford.  In  this  wray  another  of 
our  needs  was  satisfied  within  the  year  more  promptly  and 
thoroughly  than  we  had  hardly  dared  to  hope  for.  That  was 
the  last  of  the  twelve  major  physical  improvements  envision- 
ed a  dozen  years  ago. 

No  museum  is,  however,  complete.  Without  laboring  all 
of  the  opportunities  for  improvement  which  have  now  come 
into  view,  we  shall  mention  but  two  which  are  especially 
important.  One  of  these  we  can  solve;  the  other  must  rest 
upon  hopes. 

Considering  the  more  soluble  problem  first,  we  must  de- 
vise a  better  system  for  conserving  our  art  treasures  through 
an  annually  budgeted  program.  Every  museum  man  recog- 
nizes that  he  has  a  primary  duty  to  the  wrorks  of  art  in  his 
care,  which  he  receives  from  the  past,  holds  in  trust,  and 
passes  on  to  posterity  as  part  of  our  civilized  heritage.  These 
works  of  art  are,  unlike  most  printed  books,  unique;  and 
under  his  care  they  may  suffer  irreparable  damage,  retain 
their  status  quo,  or,  thanks  to  modern  scientific  conserva- 
tion, improve  backward  to  their  original  pristine  condition. 

During  the  past  decade  wre  have  attacked  this  problem 
sporadically  by  spending  a  sizable  amount  of  money  on 
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our  most  important  treasures  about  once  in  five  or  six  years. 
We  followed  this  variable  practice  perforce,  because  the 
necessary  technical  assistance  was  not  available  after  Mr. 
Alfred  Lowe,  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  at  Boston,  our 
long-time  restorer,  had  to  give  up  outside  work.  Now,  at 
last,  we  have  made  arrangements  for  a  highly  qualified  ex- 
pert in  Boston  to  survey  our  whole  collection,  analyze  our 
conservation  needs  systematically,  and  begin  a  long-range 
annually  budgeted  program  of  conservation. 

We  can  hardly  overemphasize  the  importance  of  such  a 
program  for  a  museum  in  our  position.  We  shall  never 
have  the  really  great  sums  of  money  which  are  needed  to 
purchase  works  of  art  extensively  in  the  art  market.  On 
the  other  hand  we  already  possess  a  goodly  number  of 
paintings  which  could  be  brought  to  life  again  and  made 
to  grace  our  walls  quite  as  effectively  as  newly  purchased 
treasures.  In  a  large  number  of  cases  these  need  only  the 
care  of  a  skilled  restorer  to  blossom  from  their  present  state 
of  superficial  ugliness  and  dirtiness  and  exhibit  their  true 
potentialities.  They  represent,  so  to  speak,  money  in  the 
bank.  And  though  conservation  is  by  no  means  cheap,  it  is 
far  cheaper  than  purchasing  works  of  art  outright.  To  be 
specific,  we  can,  by  spending  a  few  hundred  dollars,  reclaim 
the  beauty  of  a  picture  which  would  certainly  cost  us  several 
thousand  dollars  in  the  art  market.  Common  sense  enjoins 
us  to  take  advantage  of  this  great  discrepancy  and  make  the 
most  of  what  we  already  have. 

Moreover,  we  must  assure  people  in  this  way  that  wTe 
will  not  only  respect  but  will  care  for  physically  any  works 
of  art  which  they  may  give  to  the  College.  However,  all 
fair-minded  people  will  appreciate  that  the  cost  of  conserva- 
tion forces  us  to  be  careful  and  to  accept  only  pictures 
which  genuinely  belong  in  a  museum  of  fine  arts  and  are 
an  asset  to  it,  for  the  cost  of  caring  for  oil  paintings  never 
ceases. 


58  Bowdoin  College 

This  has  long  been  the  policy  of  the  Committee  on  Art 
Interests  under  Professor  Lawrence's  chairmanship,  and  its 
wisdom  and  fairness  is  consistent  with  museum  practice 
over  the  nation  at  large.  On  the  other  hand,  this  may 
be  the  proper  time  to  assure  donors,  past  or  future,  that  any 
gifts  which  the  Museum  accepts  are  not  cavalierly  discarded, 
buried,  given  away,  or  sold.  In  this  respect  we  have  been 
more  conservative  than  most  museums,  which,  pressed  for 
space,  now  reserve  the  right  to  weed  out  their  collections 
in  any  way  they  deem  advantageous,  by  loan,  gift,  or  sale. 
Our  policy  is  simply  the  one  which  seems  best  suited  to 
keep  faith  with  our  particular  donors. 

Considering  now  the  second  need,  the  Museum  must  gain 
funds  for  the  purchase  of  works  of  art.  We  cannot  forever 
fulfill  our  purpose  merely  by  exploiting  resources  on  hand, 
or  by  relying  almost  wholly  on  gifts.  No  library  could 
develop  systematically  and  to  best  advantage  along  such 
lines;  it  could  not  fill  in  gaps  or  exploit  strength;  and  a 
museum  of  art  cannot  either.  It  is  therefore  clear  that  the 
Museum  must  gain  additional  funds  for  purchasing  works 
of  art,  at  least  in  the  reasonably  priced  fields  of  water  colors, 
small-scale  sculpture,  and  the  graphic  arts.  Even  a  few  an- 
nual purchases  of  this  sort  would  give  a  great  lift  to  the 
life  of  the  Museum. 

At  the  present  time  the  College,  pressed  by  even  more 
urgent  needs,  cannot  finance  such  purchases.  We  therefore 
call  this  open  problem  to  the  attention  of  any  who  may  read 
this  report  and  wish  to  assist  us  individually. 

During  the  year  the  staff  varied  as  follows:  Dr.  Albert  S. 
Roe,  our  Curator,  having  received  a  Fulbright  grant  to  pur- 
sue his  special  study  of  William  Blake,  has  been  in  England 
on  a  year's  leave  of  absence.  He  will  resume  his  duties  here 
in  August.  His  place  has  been  filled  meanwhile  by  Mr. 
James  Fowle,  a  graduate  of  Williams  College.  He  held  the 
title  of  Lecturer  in  Art  and  Acting  Curator,  and  fulfilled  his 
duties  so  ably,  energetically,  and  enthusiastically  that  one 
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can  confidently  predict  for  him  an  outstanding  career  as  a 
teacher  and  administrator. 

Without  discussing  in  detail  all  the  nationwide  trends  in 
teaching  art  to  undergraduates,  we  might  mention  one 
which  suggests  an  opportunity  for  improvement  here.  Most 
schools  and  colleges  are  now  placing  greater  emphasis  on 
learning  by  doing,  that  is  through  actual  practice  in  paint- 
ing, drawing,  and  modelling  correlated  with  instruction  in 
the  theory,  principles,  and  history  of  art.  Such  courses  in 
studio  practice  correspond  to  laboratory  exercises  in  scien- 
tific instruction  and  carry  many  of  the  same  benefits.  This 
trend  is,  in  our  opinion,  an  excellent  one.  Therefore  we  in- 
tend to  stress  this  kind  of  training  in  the  future  by  revising 
our  present  studio  course,  increasing  its  scope,  and  offering 
it  more  often. 

A  detailed  list  of  the  Museum's  activities  and  accessions 
for  the  year  follows: 

SPECIAL  EXHIBITIONS 

May  1  -  May  31:  Woodcuts  by  Durer,  Holbein,  and  Cra- 
nach,  lent  by  Lady  Oakes,  of  Nassau,  B.W.I. 

June  1  -  June  30:  Oil  paintings  by  Robert  R.  Bliss  '47. 

July  1  -  July  31:  Oil  paintings  by  Robert  F.  Logan. 

July  19  -  August  19:  British  drawings  from  the  collection 
of  Sir  Robert  Witt,  circulated  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Arts. 

August  1  -  August  31:  Oil  paintings  by  Stephen  Etnier. 

Following  an  established  custom  we  placed  an  extra  em- 
phasis on  our  exhibition  for  August,  the  month  during 
which  the  greatest  number  of  visitors  come  to  Maine.  The 
large  group  of  oil  paintings  which  Mr.  Etnier,  a  nationally 
known  artist,  who  resides  in  South  Harpswell,  Maine,  lent 
us  was  outstanding  indeed  and  attracted  widespread  at- 
tention. 
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August  19  -  August  30:  Lithographs  and  Etchings  by 
Childe  Hassam,  from  the  Museum  collection. 

September  1  -  September  30:  Water  colors  by  Bradford 
Brown,  Acting  Director  of  the  L.  D.  M.  Sweat  Memorial 
Art  Museum,  Portland. 

October  1  -  October  31:  Japanese  prints:  modern  repro- 
ductions of  famous  originals,  made  by  the  same  woodcut 
process,  lent  by  T.  T.  Kitagawa. 

October  1  -  November  30:  European  paintings  from 
James  Bowdoin's  Collection. 

November  1  -  November  30:  Hilda  Katz:  block  prints, 
drawings,  and  water  colors. 

December  1  -  January  10:  Kitty  Parsons:  water  colors. 

December  1  -  January  20:  Hellenistic  terra-cotta  heads, 
from  the  Edward  Perry  Warren  Collection  of  the  Museum. 

January  20  -  February  15:  Henry  Gasser:  water  colors, 
lent  by  the  International  Business  Machines  Corporation. 

January  10  -  March  7:  Near  Eastern  tiles,  from  the  Mu- 
seum collection. 

February  15  -  March  7:  Cartoons  by  Honore  Daumier 
(1808-1879),  lent  by  F.  Roten. 

March  7  -  March  31:  Annual  Traveling  Exhibition  of  the 
Connecticut  Water-color  Society. 

April  1  -  April  30:  Eight  Syracuse  Water  colorists. 

We  have  often  planned  these  exhibitions  in  order  to  en- 
able students  and  members  of  the  community  to  purchase 
certain  excellent  but  moderately  priced  works  of  art;  and 
two  of  our  exhibitions  fulfilled  this  aim  admirably.  Out  of 
the  exhibitions  of  original  Daumier  lithographs  and  mod- 
ern Japanese  prints,  10  items  were  purchased,  mainly  by 
students,  from  the  former  group  and  33  from  the  latter. 

The  six  Italian  paintings  from  the  fourteenth  and  fif- 
teenth centuries  lent  by  the  Yale  University  Art  Gallery  and 
described  in  the  report  of  last  year  have  continued  to  repre- 
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sent  this  important  period  of  painting  in  our  gallery  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Certain  friends  of  Bowdoin,  who  close  their  Maine  homes 
for  the  winter,  have  had  the  generous  thought  of  leaving  a 
few  choice  works  of  art  at  the  Museum  over  the  winter  with 
permission  to  exhibit  them.  By  this  means  the  Museum  has 
again  enjoyed  the  paintings  by  Hopper,  Burchfield,  and 
Rivera,  lent  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  Reed,  of  Boothbay 
Harbor,  and  also  several  paintings,  including  another 
Burchfield,  lent  by  Mrs.  James  H.  Beal,  of  Pittsburgh.  Dur- 
ing the  first  week  in  November,  which  included  Alumni 
Day,  Mr.  John  W.  Frost,  of  the  Class  of  1904,  lent  to  the 
Museum,  for  temporary  exhibition,  a  recent  oil  portrait  of 
himself. 

More  than  eighty  framed  reproductions  were  lent  to 
undergraduates  during  the  fall  and  spring  terms.  This  is  a 
measure  of  the  importance  of  the  Student  Loan  Collection. 
We  shall  continue  to  increase  the  collection  with  reproduc- 
tions of  fine  quality  by  using  the  receipts  from  the  token 
rentals  of  twenty-five  cents  per  picture. 

Finally,  the  Museum  benefited  by  generous  gifts  from  a 
friend  and  two  alumni  of  the  College.  Mrs.  Carey  E.  Etnier, 
a  summer  resident  of  South  Harpswell,  donated  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  be  used  without  restrictions.  This  is  the 
type  of  gift  which  could  be  used  so  advantageously  to  aug- 
ment our  funds  for  the  purchase  of  original  works  of  art. 

Mr.  Roscoe  H.  Hupper,  of  the  Class  of  1907,  donated  the 
classic  seven-volume  illustrated  study  of  Rembrandt's  paint- 
ings by  C.  Hofstede  de  Groot  and  Wilhelm  Bode  with  the 
expressed  wish  that  the  books  should  be  placed  where  they 
could  be  enjoyed  by  as  many  students  as  possible.  Accord- 
ingly they  have  been  placed  permanently  in  the  Art  Room 
of  Hubbard  Hall. 

Mr.  William  D.  Ireland,  of  the  Class  of  1916,  and  Mrs. 
Ireland  gave  to  the  College  a  striking  and  beautifully  pre- 
served portrait  of  Professor  Parker  Cleaveland  by  Thomas 
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Badger.  In  view  of  Professor  Cleaveland's  noted  connection 
with  the  sciences,  it  seemed  fitting  to  place  this  painting  in 
the  new  Chemistry  Building  where,  in  due  time,  it  will  be 
suitably  displayed. 


ACCESSIONS 

1951.4.1-6         Six  color  reproductions  of  European  paintings 

for  the  teaching  collection.  Purchased  from 
the  income  of  the  James  Phinney  Baxter 
Fund,  given  in  memory  of  Professor  Henry 
Johnson. 

1951.5-6  Two  color  reproductions  of  water  colors  by 

Winslow  Homer,  for  the  Student  Loan  Col- 
lection. Purchased  from  Loan  Collection 
rentals. 

1951.7-8  On  James  Bowdoin  Day,  October  17th,  Mrs. 

Roscoe  H.  Hupper  presented  to  the  College, 
in  honor  of  Mrs.  Kenneth  C.  M.  Sills,  a  pair 
of  miniature  portraits  of  James  Bowdoin  III 
and  his  sister,  Lady  Elizabeth  Bowdoin  Tem- 
ple, both  executed  by  the  distinguished 
American  miniaturist,  Edward  Green  Mal- 
bone  (1777-1807). 

1951.9-25         Seventeen   color  reproductions  of  European 

and  American  paintings,  for  the  teaching  col- 
lection. Purchased  from  the  income  of  the 
Baxter  Fund. 

1951.26-27        The  Standard   Oil  Company    (New  Jersey) 

presented  to  the  Museum  two  paintings:  a 
water  color  by  Adolph  Dehn  entitled  Pump 
Station,  and  Handling  Pipe,  an  oil  painting 
by  Joe  Jones. 


Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts    63 

1952.1  Mrs.  Helen  Haseltine  Plowden  gave  Coast  of 

New  England,  a  landscape  painting  in  oils  by 
her  father,  William  Stanley  Haseltine  (1835- 
1900). 

1952.2  Mr.   Robert  Bliss  '47,  gave  one  of  his  own 

oil  paintings,  The  Clam  Diggers. 

1952.3.1-2         Two  lithograph  cartoons  by  Honore  Daumier 

(1808-1879),  one  from  the  series  Les  gens  de 
justice  and  the  other  from  Types  parisiennes, 
purchased  from  F.  Roten. 

1952.4  Mr.  John  H.  Halford,  of  the  Class  of  1907, 

and  Mrs.  Halford  gave  a  Portrait  of  a  Man 
by  Benjamin  West    (1738-1820). 

We  wish  to  thank,  in  addition  to  the  artists  who  lent 
their  work  for  special  exhibitions,  the  several  owners  of 
works  of  art  who  have  left  them  with  us  on  long-term 
loan,  and  also  those  who  during  the  past  year  made  gifts 
to  the  Museum's  permanent  collection. 

ATTENDANCE 

Visitors  to  the  Museum  from  May  1,  1951  through  April 
30,  1952  numbered  5,849.  This  figure  does  not  include  stu- 
dents who  passed  through  the  Museum  en  route  to  classes. 

Since  this  is  the  last  of  fifteen  consecutive  reports  that  I 
have  submitted  to  President  Sills,  I  should  like,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  express  a  brief  personal  sentiment:  No 
man  could  have  had  a  better  boss;  it  has  been  a  pleasure 
and  a  privilege  to  serve  under  him. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Philip  C.  Beam,  Director 


